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FROM THE CEO’s DESK
BY STEVE BETTS  (CEO - ARLRA)

Welcome to the second 
edition for 2008 of Ref-
A-Read, the official 
newsletter of the 
Australian Rugby 
League Referees’ 
Association.

The Board met in late 
May. The major item on 
the Agenda was our 
preparation for the 
various National Age Championships at venues 
throughout Australia. The Board was represented 
and provided Conveners at the U/18 
Championships in Darwin (NT), the U/15 
Championships in Brisbane (QLD) and the U/12 
Championships, also in Darwin (NT). Reports on 
these events are contained elsewhere in this 
newsletter. We also co-ordinated the appointment 
of officials to the Australian Schoolboys Tests 
against visiting English & French touring sides in 
Townsville (QLD) and Brisbane (QLD). Board 
Members were present at each Test. The Board 
closely liaises with the Australian Secondary 
Schools Rugby League & School Sport Australia 
in our planning for these events and we thank 
them for their continuing support.

Each State Association representative also 
provided a report to the Board on activities and 
events within their organisations.

The August Board Meeting was mainly concerned 
with administrative matters, including reports on 
all Championships and Test Matches attended by 
the Board, financial matters and planning for a 
review of our Constitution. The Board also 
discussed a number of activities surrounding the 
CMO Courses: there is now a new Nomination 
Form to register for both the Level 1 & 2 Courses. 
ALL prospective participants should note that 
nominations MUST be endorsed by your 
Association President / Secretary before they will 
be accepted. We also discussed “cleansing” our 
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database to remove Level 1 Coaches who have 
not progressed to Level 2 status within four 
years of gaining Level 1 CMO Certification. We 
are now planning for a further review of the 
nomination criteria and content of both courses 
to make sure they remain relevant.

Competitions throughout Australia will now be 
completed in most areas. On behalf of the 
Board, I would like to extend congratulations to 
all officials appointed to games in your finals 
series. I would also like to congratulate those of 
you who did not participate in the end-of-year 
games. Your contribution has been most 
valuable in promoting the game and refereeing.

I would like to remind everyone that 
nominations are now open for the AAMI 
Service to Refereeing Award . All referees 
throughout Australia are eligible for this 
$2,500.00 award. Full details are available at 
http://www.rugbyleague.com.au/onecommunity 
and I encourage you to participate in this 
excellent initiative.

Best wishes for a relaxing and enjoyable festive 
season and we look forward to seeing you back 
on the paddock, or otherwise staying involved, 
in 2009.

Best regards,

Steve Betts
(Hon CEO)�
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�ustin Eastwood refereed his 100th QRL Wizard Cup 
Match in Round Ten on 18th 
May 2008. A member of the 
Gold Coast Referees’ 
Association, Justin made his 
Wizard Cup debut as a 
twenty-two year old in Round 
One 2003.  He now joins an 
elite group of referees in 
Queensland with only Robbie 
Alexander (185), Tony 
Maksoud (123) and Stuart 
Berndt (103) controlling 
more than 100 Queensland 
Wizard Cup matches.

Justin commenced refereeing as a 14 year old on the Gold 
Coast in 1994 and has won numerous Association Awards 
including Best Association Member and Best Association 
Referee. He has also participated on the Executive in the 
Gold Coast Referees’ Association.

Apart from the recognition that he has received from his 
association he has also been acknowledged by the Gold 
Coast Rugby League when they have awarded him Best 
Junior Referee for three years, and Best Senior Referee for 
two years.

The highlight of Justin’s career to date is undoubtedly 
being the first referee to be presented with the Nick Euclid 
Referee of the Year Award in 2008 after being appointed 
to control this year’s Wizard Cup Grand Final which will 
be his 111th appearance in that grade.

The NRL has also recognised Justin’s talent in appointing 
him to the National Toyota Cup Under 20’s competition in 
2008.

At the age of only twenty-eight Justin hopes to realise his 
career ambition of one day refereeing in the National 
Rugby League.

The whole refereeing fraternity congratulates Justin on 
this great achievement. �
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It appears that referees are the 
only people in the world who 
must be born perfect and then 
improve from there.�

The ARLRA Board recently wrote to the ARL Chief Executive seeking clarification on the rules relating to 
females playing the game of rugby league. On 8 August, the following response was received from the ARL:-

“I refer to your letter dated 26 June 2008 regarding females playing rugby league. The matter was discussed 
at the recent ARL Board meeting.

The ARL Board confirmed the current policy of females playing rugby league, which was based on detailed 
research, medical advice and opinion. The policy is that mixed gender rugby league can be played in the 
modified games ie mini league and mod league up to age 12 years. Girls 13 years and above are only 
permitted to play in same sex competitions.

We trust this clarifies the league’s policy on female participation in rugby league.

Yours Sincerely ,

Geoff Carr
Chief Executive” �
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This year’s Affiliated States Championships 
featured representative open and Under 18 
teams from Victoria, Northern Territory, South 
Australia and Western Australia with the 
Under 18’s  playing a selection trial to select a 
combined Affiliated States team to compete in 
pool A at this year’s Under 18’s championships 
in Darwin. As in previous years, the Affiliated 
States Presidents also attended the event to 
formulate a business plan for presentation to 
the ARLRA and to carry out the duties of 
interchange officials for each of the games. So 
to Glen Creamer, Bob Burgess, Roger 
Reeves and Liam Noonan our sincerest thanks 
for your contribution to the success of these 
Championships.

The referees who participated in the 
championships were Todd Baker of South 
Australia, Paul Mossman of Northern 
Territory , Liam Noonan and Greg Raftery 

Affiliated States Championship - Anzac Oval Alice Springs
June 6th to 8th 2008

Officials and Referees participating in the 2008 Affiliated States Championships.
Back Row from left: Liam Noonan (WA), Tony Danks (NSWRL), Martin Weekes (ARLRA), Steve Betts (ARLRA), Glenn Creamer 
(NTRLRA), Bob Burgess (SARLRA), Jim O’Grady (CARLRA),
Front Row from left: Sean Durant (CARLRA), Greg Raftery (WARLRA), Paul Mossman (NTRLRA), Tim Pearson  (CARLRA), 
Stanford Forbes  (CARLRA), Todd Baker (SARLRA)

of Western Australia, as well as Tim Pearson, 
Stanford Forbes and Sean Durant of Alice 
Springs.

Representing the ARLRA was CEO Steve Betts 
who, along with Tony Danks of the NSWRL 
provided assistance in the assessment and 
coaching of the referees over the weekend.

Jim O’Grady  of Central Australian Rugby 
League Referees’ Association chauffeured all of 
the officials  for the weekend and the assistance 
that he, along with Glenn Creamer of the 
NTRLRA, was greatly appreciated by all of the 
referees in attendance. Also deserved of special 
thanks is Peter Bevan of ARLD, Gary Launt and 
his team from the NTRL and Brad Tessman and 
his team of Central Australian Rugby League.

Martin Weekes
Director Affiliated States ARLRA �
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Rising Rugby League Referee
At the age of 20 Peter Gough has already 
distinguished himself as a quality rugby league 
referee and has his sights firmly set on getting to the 
highest levels of rugby league officiating.

Peter actually gave up the chance of a promising 
league career as a player 
to go full time into 
refereeing in 2007. He 
had played for 13 years 
including representative 
honours for Parramatta 
Club in NSW before 
moving in 2004 to the 
Sunshine Coast where he 
played for Caloundra 
Sharks and eventually 
was selected in the 
Sunshine Coast Falcons 
Colts team in 2006. 

But Peter had also been 
combining his player 
career with refereeing 
having obtained his level 1 referee accreditation in 
2000. He followed the suggestion of his mother at age 
13 to be a rugby league referee and decided he would 
give it a go as it looked interesting and challenging. 
Additionally it gave him some pocket money without 
having to get a job and allowed him to be involved 
with football all weekend.

Peter’s refereeing career started to advance 
considerably in 2005 when he was selected to control 
the Sunshine Coast Under 14 grand final. The 
following year he attained selection to the State 
Junior Championships Under 14 division and the 
State Schoolboys Under 15 Championships. Finally 
that year he refereed the Sunshine Coast Under 16 
league grand final.

In 2007 Peter realized the opportunities being made 
available to him as a referee and the support he was 
being given by local and State coaching and 
development officials. He was thriving on the 
challenges being placed on him as a referee and was 
motivated by the knowledge that he was contributing 
greatly to a game he had played for 13 years. His 
selection to the Queensland Rugby League Referees’ 
Academy finally influenced him at the start of 2007 
to put all his efforts into refereeing and so he gave up 
his playing career.

The QRL Referees’ Academy is based on the same 
operational set up as for the NRL referees and is 

currently managed by refereeing legend Eddie 
Ward . As part of this Academy Peter has 
controlled games in the Former Origin Greats 
competition based in south east Queensland and at 
the State Open Schoolboy Championships. With 
intensive training, specialised coaching and 
regular game reviews he has developed his rugby 
league refereeing skills and techniques immensely.

At the start of season 2008 Peter’s ability as a 
referee and his potential for advancement was 
recognized and he was awarded a National 
Officiating Scholarship by the Australian Sports 
Commission. Of significance was that he was the 
only rugby league referee in Queensland to be 
awarded such an opportunity. The program 
involves a mentoring arrangement with him and 
Steven Clark the former NRL State of Origin 
referee and NRL referees boss Robert Finch. 
Peter actually goes to Sydney three times this year 
for refereeing appointments and specialized 
coaching and video debrief sessions. He also gets 
the opportunity to experience first hand the NRL 
referees recovery, fitness/endurance, speed, 
strength and knowledge training sessions. On his 
first trip to Sydney Peter controlled a Jim Beam 
Cup game. 

 At the same time as he has been developing his 
refereeing skills Peter has continued his studies at 
the University of Sunshine Coast where he is in the 
third year of a Sport and Exercise Diploma. At the 
age of 20 Peter Gough has put down a great 
foundation for his advancement to higher level 
officiating. He has already participated in the State 
Under 18 Championships this year as well as the  
National Open Schoolboy Championships in 
Darwin. He has brought much distinction upon 
himself and he is a credit to his parents and all the 
rugby league referee coaching officials in 
Queensland who have assisted him on his journey 
so far. 

Bill Logan
Wide Bay Rugby League Referees’
Co-ordinator �
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Kougari Oval, the home of Wynnum Manly 
Seagulls who compete in the Qld Wizard Cup, 
was the venue for the 2008 Australian Secondary 
Schoolboys under 15 Championships.

Aaron Geddes (QRLRA), Daniel Griffin  
(QRLRA), Tim Booth (CRLRA), Tristyn 
Clare (CRLRA), Scott Shepherd (NSWRLRA) 
and Mitchell Stone (NSWRLRA) were selected 
to officiate at the Championships and all looked 
resplendent and professional in their new Classic 
representative on-field gear.

The Pool A final game of the week was refereed 
by Mitchell Stone. The Qld team held on for 
victory but not before NSW CHS scored 3 tries 
in the final minutes to fall two points short of 
forcing a draw and putting the game into extra 
time. Tim Booth was appointed to referee the 
Pool B Affiliated States final. This game was 
won by Victoria. Congratulations to both Tim 
and Mitchell.

2008 Under 15 National Schoolboys Championships 
Brisbane 29/6/2008 to 4/7/2008.

Officials and Referees participating in the 2008 National Under 15 Championships.
Back Row from left: Paul Oliver (QRLRA), Aaron Geddes (QRLRA), Tony Maksoud (ARLRA), Tristyn Clare (CRLRA), Steve Betts (ARLRA)
Front Row from left: Mitchell Stone (NSWRLRA), Daniel Griffin (QRLRA), Tim Booth (CRLRA), Scott Shepherd  (NSWRLRA)

Whilst these Championships are all about 
providing some elite young referees with the 
opportunity to officiate at a National level the 
Championships are also an avenue for ARLRA 
Coaches of Match Officials to gain experience. 
Thanks to Lloyd Evans, Tony Maksoud and 
John Topp for assisting with the assessment of 
match officials.

Three young referees from the Brisbane 
Referees’ Association (Liam Kennedy, Andrew 
Nilsen and Lachlan Smith) also gained 
experience at National level by assisting with 
touch judging duties. All appreciated your efforts 
lads.

Paul Oliver
QRL – Referee Recruitment & Development 
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Up and Coming VRLRA Referee
One of the up and coming 
members of the Victorian 
Rugby League Referees’ 
Association (VRLRA) is 
Matt Hicks  who recently was 
invited to Sydney by the 
NSWRL to referee at the 
NSW All Schools 
Competition. This is what 
Matt had to say about his 
experience:- 

"I travelled up to Sydney for 
the All Schools Competition which was held over 3 days, 
starting 4th August and going through to 6th August, 
after being invited by Doug Keen last year (I officiated 
at the National U12 Primary School competition in 
2007) as he thought it would be a good experience for 
me.  At the time I didn't know what he was talking about 
because in Victoria, rugby league as a sport isn't a 
priority.

I refereed all three days including touch judging.  
Monday I went to Whalan Reserve, Tregear, which had 
10 fields in total (not something we see in Victoria) and 
I refereed in the Primary Open A group and was given 
the final to officiate, which was held at The Western 
Weekender Stadium at St. Mary's. Tuesday I went to 
Hickey Park, Penrith and refereed the Secondary 13 
years group with about a dozen other referees.  I was 
pleased to be given the 2nd semi final to referee.  
Wednesday I went back to Whalan Reserve to referee the 
Secondary with Rugby League Programs 14 years group. 
On my performance I was given a semi final to referee 
and then I went to the Western Weekender Stadium to be  
touch judge for the final. I had feedback given to me by 
the co-ordinators and the roaming overseers after all of 
the matches in which I officiated and this will help me to 
further develop as a referee.  I found the competition to 
be very fulfilling and rewarding as I was able to see the 
game played at different levels than what I am 
accustomed to in Victoria". 

The VRLRA are very proud of the way Matt has 
developed his refereeing skills over the past couple of 
seasons especially with the feedback that has been 
received from the interstate carnivals he has attended. 
From comments received, Matt certainly has the prospect 
of refereeing as a career should he wish to pursue this. 

Wendy Watson
Secretary VRLRA�  
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July saw Darwin turn on temperatures of around 32 
degrees for this year’s National Under 18 
Championships at a time when most of the rest of 
Australia was suffering with single digit 
temperatures. For this event the ARLRA was 
represented by referees from the QRLRA (Nicholas 
Morel  & Peter Gough), the NTRLRA (Paul 
Mossman), the VRLRA (Aaron McRoberts), The 
NSWRLRA (Lawrence McDonell & Shane 
Charman), and the CRLRA (Nathan Blanchard 
& Drew Oultram ). The ARLRA Board was 
represented by Martin Weekes and Kevin Riolo 
who both coordinated the referees for the duration 
of the tournament. Unfortunately neither of the 
coordinators could come to grips with the 
technology associated with the GPS system and 
early attempts to get the referees to Richardson Park 
proved a real challenge.

All of the selected referees performed very well 
during the championships with Shane getting the 
nod for the final in a a very tight contest. Their 
contribution did not go unnoticed with the 
legendary Noel “Crusher” Cleal  himself who 
referred to them as the rising stars of the tournament 
who performed their duties with no fuss and no 

Australian Secondary Schools Under 18’s Championship
Richardson Park, Darwin, Northern Territory

July 13th t0 18th 2008

Officials and Referees participating in the 2008 National Under 18 Championships.
Back Row from left: Martin Weekes (ARLRA), Shane Charman (NSWRLRA), Nicholas Morel (QRLRA), Paul Mossman (NTRLRA), 
Lawrence McDonell (NSWRLRA), Kevin Riolo (ARLRA)
Front Row from left: Nathan Blancharde (CRLRA), Aaron McRoberts (VRLRA), Peter Gough (QRLRA), Drew Oultram  (CRLRA)

fanfare but did their jobs in an inconspicuous way. 
This was a great compliment paid to the guys.

All the referees received written reports, coaching 
tips and a DVD on each game they controlled. The 
ARLRA supplied polo shirts for referees and Glen 
Creamer, President of the NTRLRA awarded 
each Referee with a polo shirt recognising their trip 
to the top end. The organisers also awarded the 
referees and coordinators with commemorative 
polos signifying the event. Several tours of the 
tourist attractions were also organised and the 
referees also attended the players’ dinner.

The ARLRA and the participating referees extend 
their sincere thanks to Gary Launt  and his NTRL 
team, Bruce Wallace and his Secondary Schools 
Association, Glen Creamer and Chris Foy of the  
NTRLRA and John Coates of the ARL. The 
involvement of all of these people resulted in a 
very well run tournament that we were all 
privileged to be a part of.

Martin Weekes
Director Affiliated States
ARLRA �
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2008  Junior Country Championships and NSW All Schools Carnival
Congratulations to all Referees and Referee Coaches who Participated



The Australian Rugby League Referees’ Association Inc. Page 9 of 11

Volume 1 Number 14 September 2008

Saturday 2 August saw the first of a three 
test series played by the Australian 
Schoolboys when they met the Great Britain 
Academy side at Dairy Farmers Stadium in 
Townsville. The Second Test was also 
played against the touring British Academy 
team but this one was played at Kougari 
Oval, Brisbane  a week later. The Third and 
final Test was played at the same venue but 
featured the Australians playing the touring 
French Schoolboys team.

The ARLRA has the responsibility for 
providing match officials for Australian 
Secondary Schools Representative fixtures 
and this extends to these types of Test 
matches. There is a requirement by ASSRL 
that the best available officials are appointed 
to these fixtures which are usually of a very 
high standard and keenly contested.

This year saw three teams of officials 
appointed, one for each of the fixtures and 
once again all referees did their states, 
associations, the ARLRA and themselves 
proud.

The First Test at Townsville was refereed by 
Gerard Sutton of NSWRLRA with 
QRLRA members David Shaw and Peter 
Jones on the touch.

The Second Test at Brisbane was controlled 
by Gavin Morris  of QRLRA and ably 
assisted by Jim Oliveira  and Jason Higgins 
of NSWRLRA.

The Third Test against the French which was 
also at Brisbane was refereed by Adam 
Devcich of NSWRLRA with Justin Davis 
and Andrew Wareham on the touch.

Each of the officials participating in this Test 
series was presented by the ARLRA Board 
with their on-field gear which was suitably 
monogrammed to mark the occasion.

The Board of the ARLRA congratulates 
each of the referees who so capably 
represented the Association during the series.

Australian Secondary Schools Rugby League
2008 Corporate Sports Australia International Test Series

First Test
Australia v GB Academy
Dairy Farmers Stadium
Townsville
2 August 2008
Referee:- 
  Gerard Sutton
Touch Judges:-
  David Shaw
  Peter Jones

Second Test
Australia v GB Academy
Kougari Oval
Brisbane
9 August 2008
Referee:- 
  Gavin Morris
Touch Judges:-
  Jim Oliveira
  Jason Higgins

Third Test
Australia v France
Kougari Oval
Brisbane
13 August 2008
Referee:- 
  Adam Devcich
Touch Judges:-
  Justin Davis
  Andrew Wareham
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HONORARY CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

The Board of Directors of the Australian Rugby League 
Referees Association  Incorporated invite applications 
from interested members of Affiliated Associations for 
the position of Honorary Chief Executive Officer.

The term of appointment to this position will be three 
years.

The Honorary Chief Executive Officer will take up a 
position on the Board of Directors and will be 
responsible for the administration and financial 
management of the Association, as well as co-
ordinating and participating in the formulation of policy 
through the committees set up by the Board. 

The successful applicant will have exceptional 
communication skills and must be confident and self 
motivated.

In this role, outstanding organisational skills, including 
the ability to co-ordinate people and prioritise projects, 
are of utmost importance. In addition, the applicant will 
need to demonstrate a high standard of Financial 
Management skills.

The ability to think innovatively and logically along 
with a strong grasp of the advantages and uses of 
modern computer technology is required.

Applications of not more than two pages in length 
should be forwarded to:-   

Mr Dennis Spagarino
Chairman
ARLRA Inc
4 Wallace St
Burwood NSW 2134
Email: Spagarino@bigpond.com

 Applications close: 31 October 2008�

POSITIONS VACANT

INDEPENDENT DIRECTOR

The Board of Directors of the Australian Rugby League 
Referees Association Incorporated invite applications 
from interested persons for the position of Independent 
Director. The term of appointment to this position will 
be one year, commencing in 2009.

The Independent Director will attend all Board 
Meetings, functions and events as directed by the Board 
and actively participate in the Association’s decision-
making processes.

Duties of the Independent Director may include, but 
will not be limited to:

·  Recording & distribution of the Minutes of all Board 
& General Meetings

·  Production & distribution of the Association’s 
newsletter

·  Maintenance of the Association’s website, including 
Facebook

·  Maintenance of the Association’s database programs

·  Serving on committees or sub-committees as 
determined by the Board

To be considered for this position, candidates must 
demonstrate a commitment to the further development 
of referees and refereeing. They must be able to 
communicate effectively and have advanced computer 
skills. A current NRAS Level 2 Coaching Match 
Officials Accreditation will be well regarded.

Applicants should include a brief summary of their 
career and outline the skills they are able to bring to the 
Board that will benefit the Association as a whole. The 
Independent Director does not have to be a member of 
an affiliated Association.

Applications of not more than two pages should be 
submitted to:

Mr Steve Betts
The Honorary Chief Executive Officer
ARLRA Inc.
32 Parnell Avenue
QUAKERS HILL NSW 2763
Email: CEO@arlra.org.au

 Applications close: 31 October 2008�
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DIRECTOR REPRESENTING AFFILIATED 
STATES 

The Board of Directors of the Australian Rugby League 
Referees Association Incorporated invite nominations 
for the position of Affiliated States Director (ASD). The 
term of appointment to this position will be three years, 
commencing in 2009.

The ASD will attend all Board Meetings, functions and 
events as directed by the Board and actively participate 
in the Association’s decision-making processes.
Duties of the Affiliated States Director will include, but 
will not be limited to:
·  Assist Affiliated States Associations Develop, 

improve and implement systems & processes
·  Co-ordinate the Annual Affiliated States 

Championships
·  Assist Affiliated States Associations with Coaching & 

Development activities
·  Assist Affiliated States Associations their 

Recruitment & Retention activities

It is expected that nominees for this position must 
demonstrate a commitment to the further development 
of referees and refereeing. NRAS Provider 
Accreditation and a current NRAS Level 2 Coaching 
Match Officials Accreditation would be well regarded.

Nominees can only be moved and seconded by financial 
members of the NTRL, SARL, VRL or WARL 
Referees Associations. Members from those 
Associations are the only persons entitled to vote on the 
position at the next ARLRA Annual General Meeting.

Nomination forms will be sent separately to these 
associations and also posted on the ARLRA website.

Completed nomination forms, duly endorsed by the 
nominee, mover & seconder should be submitted to:

Mr Steve Betts
CEO
ARLRA Inc
32 Parnell Ave
Quakers Hill NSW 2763
Email: ceo@arlra.org.au

Nominations close: 31 October 2008�

POSITIONS VACANT (cont) ARLRA Facebook Launch
After numerous requests to create an ARLRA 
Facebook Group, the Board of Directors at its 
last meeting agreed to implement this 
communication medium on a trial basis to 
gauge its acceptance and popularity with the 
Australian refereeing fraternity.

The “ARLRA” Group has now been set up and 
already there are a number of members who 
have joined. 

It has been decided that only those with an 
affiliation with for refereeing will be permitted 
to become members. As the Group is a 
“closed” one a member can only join with the 
permission of the ARLRA Board member 
monitoring the group. As such we are checking 
the membership lists of our affiliated 
associations before we permit a person to join 
the group.

If you wish to join then by all means do so by 
applying to become a member through your 
own account. If for any reason you are rejected 
because we have not been able to establish your 
affiliation as a referee then please drop us a 
line via e-mail to webmaster@arlra.org.au 
explaining that you have tried to join the group 
but you were rejected and also identify yourself 
and your association. We will then verify your 
affiliation and enable you to join the group.

We do not apologise for this “vetting” process 
as we wish to only have bona-fide referees as 
part of the ARLRA group and we’re sure that 
everyone will agree with this.

Also, there will be some strict rules associated 
with being a member of this group and these 
are spelt out on the site. We will not tolerate 
personal attacks on any individual or group  
just as we will not tolerate obscene comments 
or images. Any breach of these rules will result 
in the member being banned from the group 
and referred to your association.

So the bottom line is to use the medium for 
enjoyment and to communicate the positives 
associated with refereeing. We’ll report back 
on the success or otherwise of this initiative.

You’ll find the group at:- 
http://www.new.facebook.com/group.php?gid=22051529839

Steve Brown 
Director & Webmaster ARLRA�


