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THE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
BY DENNIS SPAGARINO  

Chairman - ARLRA)

Welcome to the 2009 edition 
of Ref-A-Read, the official 
newsletter of the Australian 
Rugby League Referees’ 
Association.
We are reaching the business 
end of the 2009 season in 
most Rugby League 
competitions throughout 
Australia. However the 
competitions which are the 
responsibility of the ARLRA 
have been completed as can be seen in various parts of this 
news letter.

Again season 2009 has seen the referees who officiated in the 
various National Championships do their Associations proud, 
but most importantly they have done themselves proud.

I wish to sincerely offer my congratulations and thanks to the 
hundreds of referee volunteers who put the time and effort in 
developing this endless line of fine upstanding young gene 
pool of referees we seem to be blessed with each year.

Reading the reports written by our various ARLRA officials 
regarding the National Championships and other competitions 
one cannot be impressed by all who participated. Also 
standing out, is that the performances of the referees continues 
to improve year in and year out making it very difficult for the 
selection panels to select the referees for the finals. And the 
referees who get the finals seem to be coming from around 
Australia and not only from NSW or Queensland proving how 
refereeing is in good hands throughout our country.

I would like to formally thank the ARLRA Board members for 
the professional manner in the way they conducted all the 
championships. I would also like to thank the various Leagues 
where the Championships were held for making the stay of the 
referees pleasant and enjoyable.

Within this news letter you will read an article regarding the 
winner of the inaugural ARLRA Nick Euclid Medal. As you 
know Nick had been one of the forefathers of the ARLRA and 
an outstanding worker and contributor to the ARLRA and 
refereeing in general. A more sincere, ethical and honest man 
one could not meet, a true friend of all referees.
The ARLRA Board decided that a medal in Nick’s honor 
should be struck and awarded to the under 18 National 
championship grand final referee. Season 2008 winner was 
Shane Charman from the NSWRLRA. A referee that I am sure 
will reach the highest level of the game.
Since our last news letter two new life Members were afforded 
the honour of becoming Life Members of the ARLRA, both 
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outstanding in their own way and tireless contributors to 
refereeing in Australia. Mr. Michael Stone and Mr. Don 
Courts were awarded Life Membership at our 2008 Annual 
Dinner.

Michael reached the pinnacle of the game both as a referee 
and as an administrator. A large number of referees have 
benefited in their careers from Michael’s coaching and 
mentoring. Not too many referees reach the pinnacle of the 
game and then once retired give the amount of time Michael 
gave back to refereeing to make sure the gene pool 
continues. 

Don may not have reached the pinnacle of the game, but, he 
has reached the pinnacle as a man for the good of referees at 
the grass root levels of the game. Referee Associations 
cannot survive without the kind of workaholic Don has been 
towards the referee cause. A true champion our Don is.

Another champion of referees that I would like to make 
mention off is Mr. Richard Johnson. Richard did retire from 
his role at the QRL, but it still has not stopped him from 
contributing to the betterment of referees.

Richard is another champion from whom referees benefit in 
numerous ways. People like Richard do not come around 
often enough, hard working, not glory seekers, back room 
guys that make it all happen and yet never ask for anything 
but a good glass of Chardonnay. As Don Courts is, Richard 
Johnson is a champion guy also.
As Chairman of the ARLRA 2009 has been a very 
rewarding year. The ARLRA has continued to work for the 
betterment of referees. To that end we are very fortunate to 
have people of the calibre of our CEO Mr. Steve Betts. 
There are changes afoot due to the game of Rugby League 
evolving as it should. We are very fortunate to have in place 
a Board that is working to make sure referees are part of the 
evolution of the game and not segregated from it.

Dennis Spagarino
Chairman ARLRA �
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Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide was the venue for the 
2009 Australian Secondary Schoolboys under 15 
Championships.

Adam Bartolsic (QRLRAB), Alex Mallory  
(QRLRB), Scot Murray (NSWRLRA), Con Spanos 
(NSWRLRA), Mat Treneman (CRLRA) and 
Warwick Whitmore  (CRLRA) were the referees 
selected by their respective associations to officiate 
at the Championships and all performed so well that 
there were continuous plaudits from all involved in 
the event.

Each of the referees was allocated a Pool A game and 
a Pool B game in the preliminaries and each received 
a written report and a DVD of their games. At the end 
of each day we all got together and critiqued the 
performances of the day using the DVD’s applicable 
to the day.

Monday night saw the referees participate in the 
players’ dinner at which all 220 players and their 
team officials were in attendance. On Thursday night 
they also attended the Officials’ Dinner at which they 
presented the hosts, SARL, with one of the ARLRA 
representative jumpers which they had all signed.

The Pool A final game of the week was refereed by 
Con Spanos but it was only after a terrific battle 
involving all of the participants who were all so close 
in ability that it was a very difficult job for the 

2009 Under 15 National Schoolboys Championships 
Adelaide 27/6/2009 to 3/7/2009.

Officials and Referees participating in the 2009 National Under 15 Championships.
Back Row from left: Steve Brown (ARLRA), Warwick Whitmore (CRLRA), Mat Treneman (CRLRA), Frank Leonard (ARLRA)
Front Row from left: Alex Mallory (QRLRB), Con Spanos (NSWRLRA), Adam Bartolsic (QRLRB), Scot Murray  (NSWRLRA)

ARLRA convenors, Steve Brown and Frank 
Leonard, to distinguish between them. Unfortunately 
for Warwick Whitmore , he had a limited 
opportunity to stake a claim after succumbing to a 
gastric virus that saw him laid up in bed for two days. 
The Pool B Final was controlled by Mat Treneman 
with both finals proving to be entertaining fixtures.  

The ARLRA team that was assembled was one of the 
best that has participated in that their camaraderie and 
support for each other was tremendous both on and 
off the field.

The support that was provided by the officials of the 
Australian Secondary School Rugby League and the 
SARL was outstanding. In particular the ARLRA 
extends its sincere thanks to Bruce Wallace, Grant 
Edwards and Dave Cohen and also to Ken Waller 
of the SARLRA who assisted with a couple of touches 
and interchanges.

Steve Brown - Director ARLRA �
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Central Coast Legend
The following letter was received by the 
ARLRA from Ventry Bowden who is a member of 
the NSW Central Coast Referees’ Association.

“I am an active referee with the Central 
Coast Rugby League Referees’ Association. I 
am writing this short note to you to bring 
your awareness to a very good mate of 
mine,(and everyone else’s), who’s name is 
William (Bill) Curnoe . This gentleman, who 
is still an active referee at the age of 68 
in both juniors and seniors here on the 
coast, started his refereeing career at North 
Sydney in 1966, and then moved to the coast 
in 1967. His record is second to none, and 
he is the most respected referee in our 
association. 
I first met Bill in 1994 when he examined me 
in my attempt to become a referee. Bill has 
been instrumental in helping and assisting 
young up and coming referees over the years 
that I have officiated, and he has helped 
myself on more occasions than I can remember. 
He has been a rock for many referees, both 
young and old alike.
The main reason that i am contacting the 
ARLRA, is that I would really appreciate if 
you could find the time to run the ruler over 
Bill’s career and give this great gentleman 
and inspiration to all referees the 
recognition that he thoroughly deserves.” 

Well Ventry, we’re only too happy to recognise Bill’s 
magnificent contribution to refereeing. In fact, Bill 
featured in an article that we included in Ref-A-Read 
back in May 2007 which was about himself and two of 
his “young” mates in Charlie Weaver and Arthur 
Gapps. The three had recently run together in an Under 
17’s fixture and between them they had a combined age 
of 199 years and a combined refereeing experience of 
107 years. 

Bill gained his referee's ticket in 1966 and joined the 
North Sydney Referees’ Assocation. He refereed 
mainly junior League and church competition open 
grade in 1966 and 1967 and then moved to the 
Central Coast where he joined Group 12 Referees’ 
Assocation which subsequently became the Central 
Coast Referees’ Association. In those days he 
refereed mainly lower grades on a Sunday and had 
his initial First grade game in 1969. He went on to 
run touches in fixtures featuring Southern Division 
against touring teams from England, New Zealand 
and France. He has served in just about every 
executive position and was awarded life 
membership in 1980. More recently he has been 
involved in the lecturing and coaching of young 
referees on the Central Coast.

Bill is definitely an inspiration to referees 
everywhere, particularly those whose bodies have 
given up the ghost and no longer allow them to get 
around the field like Bill does today. Thanks you 
Ventry for alerting us to this “ageless” referee who 
has undoubtedly played a major role in your 
refereeing career. �

Bill Curnoe

Northern Territory Rugby 
League Referees’ Association 

(NTRLRA)

50th Anniversary Celebration
25-27 September 2009

All past members are cordially invited.

Please contact Arthur Boland for details.

Phone:(08) 8941 0346

Email: arthurboland@bigpond.com 
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For two weeks in November 2008 the Police and Women’s Rugby League World Cups were held at 
Stockland Park, Kawana on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast. There were a total of thirty games played at 
Kawana with the two finals being played at Suncorp Stadium Brisbane on the same program as the first 
semi final of the Rugby League World Cup.

Five teams ( Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, Great Britain and Papua New Guinea) contested the Police 
Rugby League World Cup whilst eight teams (Australia, England, France, Samoa, Russia, New Zealand, 
Pacific Islands, and Tonga) contested the Women’s Rugby League World Cup.

�������������������������� POLICE   AND  W OM EN’S POLICE   AND  W OM EN’S POLICE   AND  W OM EN’S POLICE   AND  W OM EN’S 
               RUGBY LEAGUE W ORLD  CUPS                RUGBY LEAGUE W ORLD  CUPS                RUGBY LEAGUE W ORLD  CUPS                RUGBY LEAGUE W ORLD  CUPS 

By Bill Logan - Wide Bay Rugby League Referees Coor dinator

Nine referees from three States were selected to control these World Cup games. They were Rob Bowen 
(NSWRLRA graded referee), Kasey Campbell (Parramatta and junior reps. squad), Michael Fuller 
(Sunshine Coast), Amie Gibson ( Ilawarra), Marilyn McKenna  (Fraser Coast), Belinda Sleeman 
(Rockhampton), Mike Sims (Perth), Chris Treneman (CRLRA Group 7 and junior reps. squad) and Rod 
Tolley (Bundaberg).

Supporting these nine referees as touch judges were Tyson Brough, Peter Gough, Phil Hennessy, Dan 
Kirwan , Peter Schlaikier and Andrew Wareham all from the Sunshine Coast Referees’ Assn.

Queenland Rugby League legends Eddie Ward and Richard Johnston supervised all aspects of refereeing 
for the event, making appointments and providing quality feedback to all match officials.

All match officials performed to a high standard and were a credit to their respective Referees’ Associations. 
Referees were challenged by communication difficulties with several teams not speaking our language and 
also having to referee women’s teams for the first time. Some players had never played rugby league before 
and this posed another challenge at times for our officials.

Standing: L to R – Richard Johnston, Mike Sims, Chris Treneman, Rob Bowen, Rod Tolley and Michael Fuller   
Seated: L to R – Amie Gibson, Kasey Campell, Marilyn McKenna and Belinda Sleeman.
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For the two finals at Suncorp Stadium Rob Bowen was appointed as referee for the Police Rugby League 
World Cup game New Zealand v Fiji with touch judges being Michael Fuller and Mike Sims whilst 
Rod Tolley was appointed as referee for the Women’s Rugby League World Cup final game Australia v 
New Zealand with touch judges being Kasey Campbell and Chris Treneman.

Congratulations to all match officials who participated in the event and contributed greatly to its success.

Bill Logan 
Wide Bay RL Referees Coordinator

L to R     Amie Gibson,  Kasey Campbell, 
              Marilyn  McKenna and Belinda Sleeman

L to R    Chris Treneman, Rod Tolley, Mike Sims, 
                      Rob Bowen and Mick Fuller.

Eddie Ward and Richard Johnston discussing tactics. Australia  v New Zealand  Referee  Mick Fuller 
   Touch Judges Peter Schlaikier and Dan Kirwan                             

AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLBOYS TEST

Congratulations to David Munro , Jay Farlow
and Dave Ryan on their appointment to control 
the Australian Schoolboys v Great Britain 
Community Lions played on 15th August 2009 
as the curtain raiser to the Raiders v Dragons 
match at Canberra.
The guys join a growing list of up and coming 
referees who have been appointed to control 
junior international matches over the past couple 
of years and can be seen at right in their ARLRA 
“Classic Sportswear” sponsored gear. Jay Farlow, David Munro and Dave Ryan.
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NSWCIS hosted the Australian Secondary Schools’ Under 
18 Rugby League Championships in Newcastle from Sunday 
12th  July to Friday 17th July, 2009. Matches over the first four 
days were played at The Gardens, which is where the 
Newcastle Mariners played during their Super League days. 
The Final day’s matches were played at Energy Australia 
Stadium.

Nick Best and I represented the ARLRA. We were assisted 
by the CRLRA Treasurer, Frank Kitcher  and CRLRA 
Development Officer, Wayne Wilson, both of whom 
provided transport to and from airports and train stations, 
sometimes at extremely early morning hours, as well as 
driving referees each day. CRL Development Officer, Tony 
Hardy , also assisted when required. Chris Anderson and 
Jason McManus (QRLRB), Adam Cassidy and Matt 
Noyen (NSWRLRA), Damian Briscoe and Matt Edwards
(CRLRA), Paul Mossman (NTRLRA) and Liam Noonan
(WARLRA).

On the Saturday night all eight went to the  Knights game in 
Newcastle, and it was evident that a close bond was 
developing, which continued throughout the week. 

All eight referees acquitted themselves exceptionally well 
and we had an extremely difficult task in choosing the referee 
for the Final between Queensland and NSWCCC. Matt 
Noyen was selected and he performed very well, whilst Matt 
Edwards officiated in the Pool B Plate Final between 
Victoria and Northern Territory. All referees received written 
reports and discussed their performances with Nick and me 
after every match. They also received DVD’s of their games 
at the end of each day. The Australian Secondary Schools’ 

Australian Secondary Schools Under 18’s Championship
Newcastle, New South Wales

12th to 17th July 2009

Officials and Referees participating in the 2009 National Under 18 Championships - Newcastle, New South Wales.
Back Row from left: Kevin Riolo (ARLRA), Liam Noonan (WARLRA), Jason McManus (QRLRB), Chris Anderson (QRLRB), Adam 
Cassidy (NSWRLRA), Nick Best (ARLRA
Front Row from left: Matt Noyen (NSWRLRA), Damien Briscoe (CRLRA), Matt Edwards (CRLRA), Paul Mossman (NTRLRA). 

Rugby League also presented all referees and touch judges 
with medallions at the conclusion of the Championships.

We were guests of the NSWCIS at the Players’ Dinner on 
the Monday night whilst all eight referees together with 
Nick and I attended the Managers’ Dinner on the 
Wednesday.  This Dinner, which was held in a function 
room at Energy Australia stadium, was  extremely 
enjoyable, particularly the electronic Clay Pigeon shooting 
prior to the Dinner. Television screens were provided so that 
guests could watch the third State of Origin match.  

Nick and I  were particularly impressed by the behaviour 
and willingness to assist from all the eight referees during 
the week. They were a credit to their Associations and to the 
Australian Rugby League Referees’ Association.

Kevin Riolo -ARLRA Director �

Illawarra Refs Celebrate 90 Years
2009 sees the CRLRA’s Illawarra Referees’ Association 
celebrate its 90th Anniversary and as such is one of the 
oldest associations in the country. The event was marked 
with a special dinner held at the WIN Entertainment 
Centre adjacent to the ground that has seen many of the 
Illawarra members strut their stuff over those nine 
decades. In attendance were members past and present 
covering  60 years of association history. During the 
night three speakers gave an overview of the 
Association’s life, much of which was an eye-opener to 
the many younger and newer members in attendance.



The Australian Rugby League Referees’ Association Inc. Page 7 of 9

Volume 1 Number 15 August 2009

Seventy-four year old Ray Bartley has been a referee for 
fifty-two years after having switched to blowing the 
whistle in 1956 after being a player in the Wollongong 
area. His refereeing “apprenticeship” included six years 
in Group 13 (Albury) followed by  a season in each of 
Group 10 (Bathurst) and Group 8 (Goulburn) before 
moving to Campbelltown and Group 6 in 1970 where he 
has remained ever since, retaining his membership for in 
excess of 30 years.

Ray has served in a range of positions with the Group 6 
Referees including President and Vice President and 
retired from active refereeing in 1983. However he has 
maintained a constant involvement in the association’s 
activities.

Ray says that he has had many enjoyable times and made 
strong friendships through his refereeing and has been 
particularly glad that he has had the chance to have a 
positive impact on peoples’ lives.

����������	����
����������	����
����������	����
����������	����

�����
�����������������
�
�����
�����������������
�
�����
�����������������
�
�����
�����������������
�


NSW CRLRA’s Group 6 Referees’ Association has two of it members who have been recognised by their 
respective communities for their magnificent contributions to local sport and they come from the two extremes 
on the ruler of age. They are Ray Bartley who was recognised as Campbelltown’s “Sportsperson of the Year” 
and Mitch Fing  who received the award for Camden’s “Junior Sportsperson of the Year”. Both awards were 
presented on Australia Day 2009.

On the other end of the spectrum to Ray Bartley, 
seventeen year old Mitch Fing is at the beginning of 
his refereeing career and if his exploits thus far are any 
indication it should be a long and meritorious one.

A student of St Gregory’s College at Campbelltown, 
Mitch is a former junior player of the Oaks Club who 
took up refereeing after injuries resulted in his 
premature retirement as a player. Since then he has 
made every post a winner through sheer dedication 
and commitment.

2008 saw Mitch selected as one of the CRLRA’s 
representatives to participate in the School Sport 
Australia’s Under 12 National Championships 
conducted in Darwin.

Mitch recognises the value of support among referees 
and freely gives up his time to help  referees younger 
than himself as well as  always puts up his hand to do 
extra games to help out his association.

Ray Bartley Mitch Fing

INAUGURAL NICK EUCLID MEDAL WINNER
Shane Charman has been recognised by the ARLRA 
as its top representative referee for 2008 when he was 
awarded the Nick Euclid Medal after being 
appointed to the final of the 2008 Australian 
Secondary Schools Rugby League National 
Championships Under 18 Final played in Darwin. 
The medal was presented to Shane by Nick’s widow, 
Maureen, and daughter, Pauline, and was the 
culmination of a very successful year for Shane.
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School Sport Australia Under 12 Championships 2009  
Canberra 8th - 15th August 2009

Canberra was the venue for the 2009 School Sport Australia’s  
Under 12 Australian Championships held over the period 8th to 
the 15th August, 2009. Teams participating were from NSW. 
Qld, NT, WA, SA, VIC, ACT and an ACT Invitational team.

Referees for the carnival were under the supervision and 
control of the ARLRA and selected from applications made 
from referees in District Associations affiliated with 
NSWRLRA, the CRLRA , the QRLRA and the States  
affiliated with the ARLRA. Seven referees participated in the 
carnival -- Jesse Kingston (Penrith), Daniel Makk (South 
Sydney), Joshua McGowan and Darian Furner  (NSW 
Central Coast ), Toby Campbell and Glen Stewart (Qld) 
and Rick Edwards (Perth). Supervising their on-field 
activities were ARLRA directors, Frank Leonard and Steve 
Brown . As was the case with the players this was a 
development exercise for these referees whose ages ranged 
from 15 years to 18 years of age.

This carnival was played under Mod League rules as well as the 
Safe-Play code both of which present their own difficulties. 
Apart from some teething problems on the first day with the 
peculiarities of the Mod laws, to their credit none of the referees 
had problems with the application of the Safeplay Code which 
they were instructed to apply with a common sense approach. 
Each referee had one game videoed by Steve Brown and the 
DVD’s produced were analysed by Frank and Steve in the 
evening of the first two days. Each referee was given a report 

on each of their games and a copy of the video to review 
which reinforced the comments made. 

The development that took place over the seven days was 
extremely pleasing and the comments from coaches and 
officials throughout the week was  that this was the best 
performed group of referees to ever officiate at this 
carnival. Further, it took little time for the individuals in 
the group to bond and all reported they had had a most 
enjoyable week that included a  lay day where they visited 
the Australian Institute of Sport and were put through a 
series of six on-field activities by the Canberra Raiders at 
their training facility.

The most significant game of the carnival was the final 
game played between the Winner of Pool A ( NSW) and 
the Winner of Pool B(QLD). This was a great game and 
Joshua McGowan was appointed as the Central referee 
with Darian Furner  and Rick Edwards the Touch 
Judges. NSW won the match ending Queensland’s three 
year stranglehold on the ARL Development Trophy.

The ARLRA is extremely grateful to Chris Nightingale 
and the Canberra families who opened their homes to 
billet the seven referees  and the Canberra Referees 
Association for the loan of Communication Gear and the 
Video Equipment. 

Frank Leonard - Director ARLRA �

Officials and Referees participating in the 2009 National Under 12 Championships - Canberra, ACT.
Back Row from left: Steve Brown (ARLRA), Rick Edwards (WARLRA), Darian Furner (CRLRA), Joshua McGowan (CRLRA), Frank Leonard (ARLRA
Front Row from left: Toby Campbell (QRLRB), Glen Stewart (QRLRB), Daniel Makk (NSWRLRA), Jesse Kingston (NSWRLRA). 
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The 65th NSW Rugby League All Schools’ Carnival 
was played over the 3rd – 5th August in the St Mary’s 
region of Western Sydney. The Carnival was organised 
by a Committee consisting of Tony Danks and Doug 
Keen of the NSW Rugby League Referees Coaching 
and Development Unit assisted by Frank Leonard 
(Executive Officer) and Jack O’Sullivan of the 
NSWRLRA and supported by Martin Meredith  of the 
NSW Rugby League Academy. Mention must be made 
of the outstanding support given to the organisers by 
Ms Cathy Crowe , the Office Manager from the 
Coaching and Development Unit.

Kevin Riolo, Frank Leonard and Jack O’Sullivan

Sixty referees from NSW Country Associations and 
District Associations affiliated with the NSWRLRA 
responded to a call for applications to referee at the 
carnival and were involved over the three days. 
Throughout the Carnival and at the debrief at its 
conclusion there was  consistent comment  on the high 
standard of refereeing displayed throughout, claiming it 
was the best seen to date,  a testimony to the work being 
done by NRAS Providers, Referee Co-ordinators, 
Assessors and Mentors right across NSW. Two New 
Zealand referees in Derek Poeni and Isaac Ngene were 

guests of the NSWRLRA participating  as part of 
their development and expressed their gratitude for 
the opportunity they were given and commented on 
the final day on how much they had gained from the 
experience.

A record number of referee Co-ordinators and 
Assistant Co-ordinators participating was another 
feature of the Carnival. 

On a sad note, Fred Beedle, officiating as a Ground 
Manager at his 60th Carnival, collapsed and died of a 
heart attack at the conclusion of the first day. His 
services to Rugby League will long be remembered 
by those who knew him well and the Rugby League 
fraternity generally.

The appointments to Finals was as follows:

PRIMARY
 Under 9 Years   Ben Jobson  (Group 7)
Under 10B          Sam McDonald (Group 6)
Under 10A          Jarred Borg (Group 7)
Under 11 Years  James Calabro (Manly)
Opens B              Peter Harbourne  (Group 6)
Open A’s             Damien Simes   (St George)
 
SECONDARY 
Under 12 Years   Luke Yates  (Group 6)
Under 13 Years   Brad Smith  (Group 7)
Under 14 Years   Zac Tozer  (Group 19)
Under 15 Years   Mitch Fing   (Group 6)
Under 16 Years   Darian Furner  (Central Coast)
 
PROGRAMME SCHOOLS
Under 13 Years   Adam Vlarhos  (St George)
Under 14 Years   Ben Musolino  (St George)
Under 15 Years    Josh McGowan (Central Coast)
Under 16 Years   Anthony Grady  (Illawarra)
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