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Welcome to 2010 and Ref-A-Read, 
the official newsletter of the 
Australian Rugby League Referees 
Association.

While the season’s on-field 
activities are only now beginning, 
the ARLRA’s year commenced in 
late 2009.

The Association’s newest Life 
Members, Mr Tim Bliss  and Mr 
Richard Johnston , a current 
Consultant to this Association, together with their wives 
Tracey & Lesley, were honoured by the Board at a small 
function held last November in Sydney. Other guests to 
attend the function included Matt & Louise Noyen , 
Michael & Judy Stone , Tony & Diana Danks , Paul & Jo 
Oliver , and Rex & Cheryl Little . During the function Matt 
was presented with the Nick Euclid Medal  as the ARLRA 
Referee of the Year by Board member Kevin Riolo . A 
Board meeting was held at the Parramatta RLFC offices 
prior to the function. Our thanks are extended to Paul 
Osborne  and his staff for their assistance & hospitality on 
the day.

Our AGM was conducted in February at Sydney (NSW). We 
were very fortunate to have the President of each State 
Association in attendance at the meeting. The Board took 
the opportunity to have discussions with each Affiliated 
State President covering the broad plans for their activities 
in 2010. At the Board Meeting immediately following the 
AGM, all existing Board positions were confirmed, with  
Dennis Spagarino  (NSWRLRA) being re-elected 
Chairman and Mr Nick Best  (NSWCRLRA) again taking 
the Deputy Chairman’s role.

I am pleased to report that the ARL has approved the 
necessary funding for the Association to complete its 2010 
Business Plan activities. Our focus continues to be directed 
towards the Coaching & Development of referees 
throughout Australia with this backing from the ARL. 

One activity that is high on our list is a visitation program to 
each of the Affiliated States to assist with the coaching and 
development of referees at the local level. We arrange for 
experienced Level 2 Coaches to view referees in all grades 
in their local environment, providing coaching and 
development ideas to improve their overall standards. At 
the same time, Board Members have discussions with the 
local executive and League officials to canvass their 
requirements and ensure that they are working together to 
provide a sound administration base for the Associations. 

While visiting the states, we will also be looking to identify 
referees to be considered for participation in the NSWRL’s 
All Schools Carnival later in the year. The carnival will 
provide a further, excellent opportunity for these Affiliated 
States officials to referee matches and receive performance 
reviews under the guidance of senior Level 2 Coaches.

Please address all correspondence directed to the 
ARLRA to: 
Mr Steve Betts
The Honorary Chief Executive Officer
Australian Rugby League Referees' Association Inc.
32 Parnell Avenue
QUAKERS HILL   NSW   2763
E-mail: ceo@arlra.org.au            Mobile: 0416 053 
043

The Association supports the various National Carnivals 
and will continue to do so in 2010. These events include 
the Affiliated States U/18 Trials & Open Championships, 
in May & June respectively, at Adelaide (SA), the U/12 
Primary Schools Exchange, also in Adelaide during 
August; the U/15 National Schools Championships, 
Canberra (ACT) in June/July and culminating in the 
National U/18 Schools Championships, to be held in July 
at Burleigh Heads (QLD). We will have Coaches and 
Convenors attending each of these events. Referees will 
be selected to participate from a panel of nominations 
received from all State Associations.

We are continuing to focus on our Coaching Match 
Officials Scheme . Through 2009 and into 2010, we have 
conducted a review of the program. I am pleased to 
announce that the Association’s Consultants & 
Facilitators have made some minor adjustments to the 
Level 1 & 2 Courses. Of more significance, however, we 
have now developed a mentoring course for pre-Level 1 
Coaches. The course is designed to provide referees 
who have some experience with the skills to be a 
“mentor” to those referees who are only just beginning 
their careers. A well, a Level 2 “refresher” course has 
also been developed. We plan to have the courses 
recognised by the Australian Sports Commission  and 
we are currently working on an implementation program 
for both courses. 

By now, the season should have commenced in most 
areas. I wish you all a successful season on behalf of the 
Board of the ARLRA. Achieve the best you can, be 
prepared to learn and above all, enjoy yourself and the 
friendships you will make as a referee this year and into 
the future.

Best regards,
Steve Betts
Hon Chief Executive Officer �
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The 2009 Affiliated States Open 
Championships were held in Melbourne from 
4th – 6th June last year but the photograph of the 
participating referees was not available at the 
time of the final 2009 edition of Ref-A-Read 
going to print so here is the belated story 
surrounding that event.

The referees selected to control the various 
Championship fixtures were Patrick Platten of 
South Australia, Stanford Forbes & Tim 
Pearson of Northern Territory, Greg Raftery of 
Western Australia & Greg Banks of Victoria. 
Not selected initially but putting in a tremendous 
effort during the tournament was Brett Hocking 
from the Murray-Goulburn RA, who filled in for 
the VRLRA due to some late scratchings. Brett 
was “conscripted” by ARLRA Director, Martin 
Weekes and became “Johnny-on-the-spot” 
running  touches and taking a lot of the workload 
off the visiting Referees.

Greg Raftery (WA) controlled the Final on the 
Saturday where Victoria defeated Western 
Australia  and Northern Territory defeated South 
Australia for third place. This game was refereed 
by Greg Banks (Vic). Stanford Forbes (NT) 

2009 Affiliated States National Championships 
Melbourne 4/6/2009 to 6/6/2009.

Officials at the Affiliated States Open Championships, Melbourne - June 2009
 Left to right:- Tim Pearson (NT), Patrick Platten (SA), Greg Raftery (WA), Stanford Forbes (NT), Brett Hocking (M-G RA) Greg Banks (VIC)

again did a stirling job in the Ladies competition 
where Victoria defeated Western Australia in the 
Final.

The Presidents of the Affiliated States 
Associations, Glenn Creamer (NT), Bob 
Burgess (SA), Roger Reeves (VIC) & Jeff 
Wenman (WA) also attended the event. Steve 
Betts (CEO ARLRA) and Tony Danks (ARL) 
provided valuable input to the carnival and 
concurrent meeting of the Affiliated States 
Associations. A resolution was passed at the 
Presidents’ meeting on the Saturday that a person 
nominated for these championships MUST be 
available for the full period of the tournament. 
The Presidents also viewed the collective opinion 
that the Championships should revert to their 
previous timeframe of Friday – Sunday on the 
June long weekend.

Martin Weekes - Director ARLRA �
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Group 21 Junior Makes Good
Former Group 21 
Rugby League 
referee, Robert Thew  
(pictured) has been 
selected in the 
NSWRL Junior 
Representative 
Squad. Robert now 
referees with the St 
George Referees' 
Association  in 
Sydney. Robert 
received word on 
Monday February 8 
that he had been 
successful at the 

recent rep trials.

Junior Reps take in the Harold Matthews  
(16s) and SG Ball  (18s) games in the NSW 
Rugby League competition. The Junior Rep 
teams are the junior sides of the NRL Clubs.

Rob gained his ticket as a 17 year old and 
has worked his way through the ranks in 
Group 21  to referee at a first grade level. 
Rob moved to Sydney to take employment as 
an accountant with a clothing firm. He 
joined the St George Referees' Association 
and continued on with his career in Rugby 
League.

The Junior Reps are a stepping stone to 
becoming an NRL referee at the highest 
level. As Rob progresses through the NSWRL 
he could then be graded as a referee in the 
NRL and referee the NRL lower grades.

CRLRA Group 21 Referees’ Association  is 
very proud of Robert's achievements which 
reflect back on the training and support 
offered in Group 21.

Rod Bowd
Secretary Group 21 Referees’ Association
www.group21refs.leaguenet.com.au . �

Robert Thew

Good ideas however are easy to come by and it was 
only the assistance of Jarrad Whitby  and his 
‘friends’ at Active Hire Group who took this idea 
and made it a recruitment officer’s dream. Two days 
after obtaining the new number revisions were to be 
made to the association flyer to be distributed in the 
district, through the clubs and local stores, however 
before we got the chance I received a phone call of 
interest about refereeing. Considering four people 
knew about the number I was dumbfounded, but 
happily took any inquiry. Phone calls of interest 
followed that day, before Jarrad called to let me 
know Variable Message Sign (VMS) boards were 
obtained and placed at high traffic intersections, 
with the message reading:-

 WANNA’ EARN EXTRA 
$$$$?

GET FIT, GET PAID,
LIKE YOUR FOOTY?

BECOME A R/LEAGUE 
REFEREE TODAY   

0488 BE-A-REF 

I can now say that after 6 weeks of advertising and 
approximately 60 calls of interest, the advertising 
campaign worked. The PDRLRA started the season 
short on referees, and with 31 new members who 
have successfully completed the course work to 
become active referees, is building in depth. 
PDRLRA is still looking to expand its numbers and 
continue to develop the best referees available in all 
age groups throughout the district. People of interest 
will continue to be followed up with details of our 
next course (which is on Saturday - Sunday the 15th

and 16th of May running 9:15-4pm each day).
 I must emphasise that this campaign would not have 
had the success or impact that it has without the help 
of Jarrad and the Active Hire Team.
Feel free to contact me at 
recruitment@parramattarefs.com with any 
questions or inquiries.

Jason Ndeira – Director of Recruitment & 
Retention [PDRLRA] �

�������������	�
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���������
2010 has been a largely successful year thus far in 
terms of recruitment within the Parramatta District 
Rugby League Referees Association (PDRLRA). 
With the implementation of a recruitment specific 
phone number as a safety mechanism to prevent 
abusive phone calls, the idea grew with merit to be an 
easy to remember referee specific number (0488-BE-
A-REF). 
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2010 Championships Timetable
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VALE KEVIN JEFFES
On 16 March 2010, the Australian Rugby League 
Refereeing fraternity lost one of its major contributors 
with the passing of Kevin Jeffes after a long illness.

Kevin commenced with the Parramatta District 
Referees’ Association in the mid 1950’s and became 
one of their leading referees eventually controlling the 
NSWRL President’s Cup Final in 1961 and becoming 
a life member of his home association in the following 
year. After his President’s Cup appointment he was 
graded with the NSWRLRA and remained active in 
that Association until the end of the 1973 season. 
During that period he was a regular Reserve Grade 
centre referee as well as an accomplished touch judge 
in First Grade and Test matches.

After leaving the NSWRLRA active ranks he returned 
to his home Association and in 1975 he was appointed 
Director of the Junior Branch of the Parramatta Rugby 
League Referees’ Association, a position he held until 
1980. Under Kevin’s guidance during this period four 
future International Referees began their development. 
They were Bill Harrigan, Grahame Annesley, Kelvin 
Jeffes and Ashley Klein. Also during this time Kevin 
returned to the active ranks and in 1976 refereed the 
Parramatta District Junior League A Grade Grand 
Final, a family feat that was to be repeated in 1988 
when his son Kelvin was appointed to the 1988 A 
Grade Final, the only father/son  referees to achieve 
this honour in the history of the Parramatta 
Association. His ability in developing up and coming 

referees was soon recognised and he was appointed 
as the inaugural head coach of the Inter-District 
Junior Representative Squad and an Advisory Board 
member of the NSWRLRA. He became a Life 
Member of the Parramatta Referees in 1982 and 
twice won that Association’s top service award, the 
William ‘Darkie’ McCall Memorial Achievement,  
the first time being in 1983 and then again in 1989. 
He was awarded the Hansen Memorial Trophy by the 
NSWRLRA in 1993 and Life Membership of that 
Association in 1995 after significant service as an 
active referee, patron, committee member and coach. 
In 2003 he was bestowed with Life Membership of 
the Australian Rugby League Referees’ 
Association in recognition of his significant 
contribution to refereeing within Australia.

Kevin Jeffes (right) being 
presented with his Life 
Membership of the ARLRA 
in 2003 by the then 
Chairman, Nick Euclid 
OAM. 

“Kevin dedicated his life to officiating the game he 
loved and his commitment to helping mentor young 
referees has left a lasting legacy on the game,” NRL 
Referees Coaching Development Manager, Steve 
Clark , said. “Our thoughts are with his family at this 
time.” 

Chairman of the ARL and the NSWRL Referees’ 
Associations, Dennis Spagarino, said: “Kevin was 
a loyal, dedicated referees coach, particularly with 
up-and-coming referees. He went out of his way to 
help referees improve their on-field performances 
but perhaps his biggest legacy is the way he helped 
everyone he worked with become better people as 
well.” 

Kevin is survived by his wife, Betty, three daughters 
and two sons, one of whom is former NRL referee, 
Kelvin. He was laid to rest on 22nd March at the 
Forest Lawn Cemetary, Camden Valley Way, 
Liverpool. All throughout the refereeing fraternity 
extend their condolences to Kevin’s family.
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Update From The West
“Let’s Get It Right On The Field” 

By Liam Noonan (Secretary WARLRA)

The Western Australian Referee’s Association, 
for the first time in about 8 years held an all day 
referee’s seminar on Saturday 20 March 2010 at 
the North Beach Rugby League Club.  
Fortunately, both Queensland and New South 
Wales could spare Richard Johnston  and Tony 
Danks  for the weekend who with Perth based 
Martin Weekes  delivered comprehensive and 
informative presentations in a relaxed and 
humorous style.

Twenty three attendees ranging from mini/ mod, 
through international junior and senior grades, 
including two visitors from the Northern Territory 
Referee’s Glenn Creamer  and Alan Kelly  sat 
through presentations on practical refereeing, 
positioning, forward passes, SWOT analysis, 
interactive laws quiz’s, judiciary and scrum 
formation procedures and more law quiz’s.

Those who have had the opportunity to attend 
training sessions with Richard Johnston,
probably know ‘Why are fire engines Red?’
when I say that you have never heard or seen 
refereeing presented like he does.  His ability 
to target and read his audience and involve 
everyone on the journey is his testament with 
the key message ‘let’s get it right on the field’.

Tony Danks  stressed the important message 
of ‘Honesty’ as a referee.  So whether you’re 
setting goals, fitness training, evaluating 
performance or knowledge on the laws be 
honest, be specific on the areas or things that 
you know need more effort.  He left us with the 
question, when was the last time you read the 
rule book?  Or in Richard’s case, when is he 
writing the next one!

On behalf of the WA members a special thank 
you to Queensland’s John Topp  and New 
South Wales for sponsoring the airfares, the 
new WARL general manager John Sackson
for sponsoring the accommodation and the 
North Beach Rugby League Club  for the 
venue.
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QRLRB Coaching & Development DVD Life Member Presentations
November 2009 saw the induction of two new additions 
to the ranks of Life Membership of the ARLRA when 
Tim Bliss and Richard Johnston (yes, both 
Queenslanders) were presented with their medals by 
ARLRA Chairman, Dennis Spagarino, at a function in 
Sydney.

Tim Bliss of the Toowoomba Rugby 
League Referees' Association is a 
former QLD State Cup referee who 
has reached the heights of the game as 
both a referee and touch judge 
officiating at Test and State-of-Origin 
level. Apart from his on-field exploits 
Tim has made a significant 

contribution at the administrative and coaching level 
within his own association and that of his state. There 
are too many of today's top referees who walk away 
from their craft after their active days are over but Tim 
is not one of them. As a regional coordinator for QLD 
he oversees the development of some of that state's up 
and coming young referees and the future of our game 
will be well served as a result. 

Richard Johnston of Fraser Coast 
Referees’ Association (formerly 
Maryborough) is one of our game's 
legends and a prolific creator of 
coaching and development resources 
for referees. There is practically 
nothing that Ritchie doesn't know 
about rugby league and refereeing and 
yet he is proud of the fact that he is 
forever learning new things about both. His contribution 
to refereeing development is probably unsurpassed in 
that the bulk of the tools that we have in our refereeing 
education arsenal today can be seen as attributable to 
Ritchie and his long time fellow referee developer, 
Mick Stone, both of whom are valued coaching and 
development consultants to the ARLRA. Ritchie is 
particularly interested in the development of younger 
referees and has had significant success in helping them 
reach the peak of officiating and at the same time aiding 
in their development them as good people. Ritchie has 
made a truly massive contribution to refereeing in 
Australia and overseas. 

The Referee Coaching & Development DVD’s that 
have been produced by the QLD Referees’ Board
over the past few years have been exceptional 
additions to the resources used by Associations 
throughout Australia in the advancement of their 
members. The 2010 version is no exception and is 
probably the best one that has been produced to date.
All QLD Associations use this valuable tool and with 
the permission of the QRLRB, the ARLRA offers 
copies of the DVD to all other Associations 
throughout NSWRLRA, CRLRA and the Affiliated 
States. All Associations that have taken up this offer 
will have now received their copy and many have 
already commenced using it with positive feedback 
from the recipients.
Any Association that has not yet taken up the offer of 
the QRLRB and ARLRA and would like to secure 
their copy of this great DVD should let Steve Brown
of the ARLRA know by emailing 
webmaster@arlra.org.au and he will see that a copy 
is sent by post.

2009 Nick Euclid Medal Winner

The ARLRA's Annual Dinner 
conducted at Parramatta on 21 
November 2009 saw Matt Noyen
of the Manly-Warringah Referees' 
Association receive the Nick Euclid 
Medal as the ARLRA's top 
representative referee for 2009. It is 
the second year in a row that a 
member of the Manly-Warringah 
Association has won this 
prestigious award with Shane 

Charman of the same association winning it in its 
inaugural year of 2008. The award was presented to Matt 
by Board member, Kevin Riolo, who, as the convenor of 
the 2009 ASSRL Under 18 Championships in 
Newcastle, sees a great future for Matt as an elite referee. 
In his presentation speech, Kevin told the gathering that 
Matt was a referee who seemed to have an amazing 
amount of time to get to the right places to make the 
correct decisions and he was always there. As such he 
earned the right to control the final in that championships 
over some very talented competition. 

The Queensland Connection who got together to celebrate the Life 
Membership presentations to Tim Bliss and Richard Johnston.
From left: Rex Little, Tony Maksoud (Chairman QRLRB), Richard 
Johnston, Tim Bliss, Paul Oliver and John Topp (EO QRLRB)
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GOLD COAST REFEREES’ 
RECRUITMENT SUCCESS

The Gold Coast Rugby League Referees’ 
Association has purchased two free standing banners 
(as displayed on the left) for display at local carnivals, 
finals and other rugby league events to increase their 
exposure and hopefully recruit more aspiring referees 
to join their ranks. The early indications show that the 
banners are working well in conjunction with other 
recruitment and retention initiatives that have been 
instigated this season. The Gold Coast has seen a huge 
increase in participants for their Level 1 courses this 
year and are on track to increase their membership 
by 50%.

With such an inspiring banner the retention of 
members also looks to be improving for 2010 due to 
the display of  the three facets that make any good 
Association ie youth, women and the older 
experienced fraternity. The banner clearly spells out 
that all are welcome to join with the emphasis on FUN! 

If any one would like information on the banner please 
contact Lloyd Evans of the Gold Coast referees on 
0412 199 987. 

[If your Association has an initiative for Recruitment 
and Retention similar to that of Parramatta and the 
Gold Coast and you believe that it could assist other 
Associations then please let us know at 
webmaster@arlra.org.au so that we can communicate 
it to all of the ARLRA affiliated Associations.]

Q1.   On tackle 3, Red is in possession and the ball bursts. 
Decision?

         Reference: Page,8,Notes.

Q2.   Red is awarded a penalty as a Red player is returning 
from temporary suspension. Decision?

         Reference: Page,9, Notes.

Q3.   On tackle 3 Red is tackled and forces the ball at the 
foot of the goal posts in the field of play. Decision?

         Reference:Page,12,Notes.

Q4.   Red is awarded a penalty as the full time siren sounds. 
What should occur?

         Reference: Page,16, Notes.

Q5.  Red is awarded a penalty and the kick goes dead. 
Decision?

         Reference: Page,19.

Q6.   From the kick off the ball hits the goal post on the full 
and then goes over the dead ball line on the full. 
Decision?

         Reference: Page,20, Notes.

Q7.  At a 20 metre restart by Red an offside Blue player 
tackles a Red player  5 metres out from the Red 20 metre 
line. Decision?

         Reference: Page,20.

Q8.   Red is awarded a penalty and kicks for touch. A Blue 
player leaps from the touch line and catches the ball on 
the full. Decision? 

         Reference: Page,21. 

Q9.   Red grubber kicks the ball into the Blue in-goal. The ball 
is regathered by a Blue player straddling the Blue dead 
ball line.  Decision? 

         Reference: Page,21,Notes.

Q10. Red kicks on tackle 4 and the ball is charged-down by a 
Blue player. Red regathers and is tackled by Blue. 
Decision? 

         Reference: Page,22. 

(Provided by ARLRA Consultant, Richard Johnston)


