
The Australian Rugby League Referees’ Association Inc. Page 1 of 8

����������
Volume 1 – Number 17 September 2010 Website: www.arlra.org.au  

Welcome to this edition of Ref-A-
Read, the official newsletter of the 
Australian Rugby League Referees 
Association.

Season 2010 is coming to a close, with 
Finals series almost completed across 
the country. 

On behalf of the Board of the ARLRA, 
I would like to congratulate ALL 
referees throughout Australia on your 
contributions to the game of Rugby League during the 2010 
Season. From the U/6 & U/7 games in the local park to the NRL 
Grand Final, rugby league would not prosper at any level without 
your dedication and commitment to the game. Special 
congratulations must go to those referees who reached the goals 
you challenge yourself with at the beginning of the season. To 
those that fell short of achieving those goals, I am confident that 
with a positive mind and a willingness to learn more about your 
craft, season 2011 will see an improvement in both your ability 
and your results on the field. Work on your strengths, improve 
your weaknesses and always be prepared to learn from those 
around you.

Our Coaching Match Officials courses continue to be well 
attended and we now have 260 active Level 1 Coaches and 265 
who have progressed to Level 2. It is timely to remind all 
Associations that Level 1 Coaches’ accreditations, for those who 
completed the course in 2005 and earlier, has now lapsed with the 
ARLRA & the Australian Sports Commission. For those who 
completed the Level 1 Course in 2006, your certification with the 
Australian Sports Commission will also lapse unless you are 
enrolled in the next series of Level 2 courses which are planned 
for early 2011. Coaches accredited with Level 1 in 2007 should 
also look to nominate for the next available courses. Local 
Association Executive Officers / Secretaries should ensure that 
your Coaches / Advisers are accredited as part of your 
responsibilities in this vital area of all referees’ development. In 
other CMO news, 2011 will see the implementation of our 
Mentor’s Course which has  now been forwarded to the ASC for 
ratification.

The Board was again pleased to be able to provide the Officials 
for the various National Championships held this year; including 
the Australian Secondary Schools Rugby League U/18’s in 
Burleigh Heads (QLD) and the U/15’s in Canberra (ACT). The 
National Primary Schools U/12 Exchange was held in Adelaide 
(SA) where the young referees were under the full-time 
management of ARLRA Directors and other Association officials 
for the first time. We also provided the referees’ management at 
the Affiliated States U/18 trials and Open Championships. The 
Board sincerely appreciates and thanks the referees for their 
professional conduct at these championships, both on and off the 
field. Feedback from the organising bodies is exceedingly 
positive and a credit to all concerned. Full reports from each 
Championship are contained elsewhere within this newsletter. 

A highlight of the year for eight Affiliated States Referees (and 
four from New Zealand) was the opportunity to attend the NSW 
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All-Schools Carnival in August. Two referees were selected 
from each state in conjunction with their local Associations. 
This initiative was an excellent development activity for these 
referees and thanks are extended to Tony Danks of the 
NSWRL for inviting the interstate & overseas officials to the 
carnival. ARL Development’s Graham McNaney must also 
be congratulated on providing the funding for this excellent 
initiative.

Board Members have visited Victoria, South Australia, 
Western Australia & the Northern Territory this year. The 
visits have been productive as we have been able to provide 
both coaching and administrative assistance to the members 
and officials of each State Association. It is very gratifying to 
see the enthusiasm with which local referees receive these 
visits and they will remain an important part of our future 
activities.

The Board is in the process of preparing its Annual Business 
Plan for Season 2011 before submitting it to the ARL for 
funding approval. The plan, as always provides for increased 
Association activity next year, particularly in the Coaching & 
Development areas.

Please note the requirements for Nomination as a Life Member 
of the ARLRA which are set out on our website. Supporting 
documentation should include a timeline of the nominees 
history. Nominations for Life Membership will be called 
during November.

On behalf of the Board of the ARLRA, I would like to extend 
best wishes to all referees for the coming festive season and 
wish both you and your families a safe and rewarding new 
year. Finally, thank you all for your enormous contribution to 
the game this year, as always.

Best regards,

Steve Betts
Hon Chief Executive Officer
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We all arrived in Adelaide on the Thursday and met  
with the Referees for a briefing outlying our 
expectations during the Carnival,

South Australian Referees Lisa Manadue, Gavin 
Johnson and Mark Millikin  officiated as touch 
judges. The Victorian Referees were Greg Banks and 
Jillian McRoberts (Ladies Referee). Northern 
Territory was represented by Paul Mossman and 
Western Australia by Liam Noonan and Sean Terrell
(Ladies Referee).

Steve Clark, Tony Danks, Dennis Spagarino and 
Martin Weekes were assessors and Coaches over the 
three days of the tournament while the Presidents from 
the Affiliated states were assigned interchange official 
duties. Might I say that Jeff Wenman (WA), Bob 
Burgess (SA), Roger Reeves (Vic) were under the 
watchful eye of the Hon Sec Glenn Creamer (NT). All 
four Presidents had to watch their back and the players 
as there was plenty in the stands ready to pounce on an 
indiscretion and subsequent fines.

The Referees commented very favourably with the 
accommodation and wished to thank Graham 
McNaney and Joe Messina.

Three games were played each day, two Seniors and 
one Ladies. Referees were supplied rolls, donuts and 
soft drink compliments of SARL.

Western Australia won the Mens and Ladies comps. 

2010 Affiliated States National Championships 
Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide  11/6/2010 to 13/6/2010.

Referees participating in the 2010 Affiliated States Championships - Adelaide, South Australia.
Back Row from left: Jeff Wenman (WARLRA), Glenn Creamer (NTRLRA), Roger Reeves (VRLRA), Martin Weekes (ARLRA), Dennis 
Spagarino (ARLRA) and Stephen Clark (NRL).
Front Row from left: Bob Burgess (SARLRA), Mark Millikin (SARLRA), Greg Banks (VRLRA), Liam Noonan (WARLRA), Gavin 
Johnson (SARLRA), Sean Terrell (WARLRA) and Tony Danks(ARL). 

On Thursday the Presidents were treated to Dinner 
where Glenn Creamer laid down a game plan and 
appointments for the other Presidents in the role of 
Interchange Official.

On Friday evening all our Referees were invited to a 
SARLRA general meeting along with Graham 
McNaney of ARLD. Steve Clark and I spoke to the 
invited. Bob Burgess put on some drinks whilst Ken 
Waller  SA Secretary thought it best to spill a few at 
dinner, quite a few.

Saturday evening we took the Referees and Presidents 
out for dinner.

Sunday we all attended the Players Dinner compliments 
of the ARLD.

This year was the first year a Referee was selected to 
travel with the Affiliated States Representative tour to 
Samoa. Liam Noonan ( WA) was selected by Tony 
Danks as Referee of the Series and will referee one of 
the two Tests and run a line on the other.

My personal thanks to Graham McNaney of ARLD 
for this fantastic initiative. The foresight by Graham 
clearly shows a defined career path for our Affiliated 
States referees and I’m sure will improve the quality of 
referees we send to these Championships.

Martin Weekes - Director ARLRA �
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West Belconnen Leagues Club and Ground , Canberra, 
was the venue for the 2010 Australian Secondary Schools 
Under 15 Championships. Matt Hicks  ( VRLRA), 
Belinda  Sleeman (QRLRB) ,Liam Kennedy (QRLRB), 
Anthony Grady ( CRLRA), Dale Whiteman( CRLRA), 
James Vella (NSWRLRA) and Phillip Sung ( 
NSWRLRA) were the referees selected by their 
respective Associations to officiate at the 
Championships. For Matt  , it was a development exercise 
where he was appointed to Touch Judge, Interchange and 
Stand-by duties throughout the week.

The six referees controlling centres were given a Pool A 
and Pool B game to referee in the preliminary rounds. At 
the end of each day a DVD session was conducted back 
at the motel analysing issues that the Referees’ Convenor, 
Frank Leonard ( ARLRA)  and his Assistant, Doug 
Keen ( NSWRL Referees Coaching and Development 
Unit) had identified in each game played. All referees 
received written reports on all of their games.

Sunday evening saw the referees attend the Players’ 
Dinner at which some 300 players and their officials were 
in attendance. They were addressed by David 
Shillington of the Canberra Raiders. On Monday evening 
they attended the Raiders versus the Bulldogs match at 
Canberra Stadium, Tuesday evening they were guests at 
the General Meeting of the Canberra Referees’ 
Association where  Frank Leonard presented an 
ARLRA polo shirt to Executive Officer, Chris 
Nightingale, for his assistance with communication gear 
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Referees participating in the 2010 ASSRL Under 15 Championships - West Belconnen, Canberra.
Back Row from left: Doug Keen (NSWRL), Matt Hicks (VRLRA), Liam Kennedy (QRLRB), James Vella (NSWRLRA). Frank Leonard (ARLRA)
Front Row from left: Anthony Grady (CRLRA), Phil Sung (NSWRLRA), Dale Whiteman (CRLRA) and Belinda Sleeman. 

and interchange cards.  On Wednesday evening they 
went Ten Pin Bowling and on Thursday evening 
enjoyed a Schnitzel evening at the Tradies Club.

The Pool A Final won easily by NSWCHS, was 
refereed by Phillip Sung whose three match 
performances leading up to the appointment were 
almost faultless. Nonetheless, there was strong pressure 
from the other referees involved with only a split hair 
between them all. The Pool B Final won by Victoria 
over Western Australia was controlled by Belinda 
Sleeman and it was the closest match played on a 
bitterly cold Canberra Friday that was not conducive to 
competitive Rugby League.

At the conclusion of the Championships a Queensland 
Red Official commented that he had been to many of 
these carnivals and had never seen the quality of 
refereeing so high, especially the manner in which the 
Safeplay Code was applied.

The camaraderie and support for each other that was 
displayed by the referees from very early in the week 
was outstanding . The assistance provided by the 
officials of the Australian Secondary Schools Rugby 
League was greatly appreciated and the ARLRA 
extends its sincere thanks to Bruce Wallace  and
Grant Edwards and especially to Phil Dodd from 
ACT Schools Rugby League, the Carnival Convener.

Frank Leonard - Director ARLRA �
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Congratulations to all Match Officials selected who were selected 
to represent their State at the National 18 Years Schoolboy 
Championships being held at Burleigh from July 11 – 16. 

·  Liam Nicholls & John Haile – Country Rugby 
League

·  Kasey Campbell & Scott Shepherd – New South 
Wales

·  Aaron McRoberts - Victoria
·  Michael Gordon & Daniel Griffin  – Queensland

All Match Officials arrived on the Gold Coast on Saturday 10/08/
2010 and were accommodated at the Southern Cross holiday units 
in Burleigh. After dinner on the Saturday evening all match 
officials were presented with their ARLRA polo shirt and on field 
uniform.

The Championships commenced on Sunday 11/8/2010 at the 
conclusion of the Opening Ceremony with a Pool B match 
between Victoria and Western Australia refereed by John Haile. 
The day concluded with a high quality match dominated by NSW 
CCC against Queensland. This game was refereed by Kasey 
Campbell.

As with most of our Carnivals now all games are recorded on 
DVD and game debriefs conducted each evening using the DVD.

Wednesday 14/8/2001 was semi final day for Pool A. The first 
semi final between NSW CHS and ACT was refereed by Michael 
Gordon and the second semi between NSW CCC and Queensland 
which was considered by many as the match of the championships 
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Referees participating in the 2010 ASSRL Under 18 Championships - Burleigh Heads, Queensland.
Back Row from left: John Topp (ARLRA), Liam Nicholls (CRLRA), Michael Gordon (QRLRB), John Haile (CRLRA), and 
Paul Oliver (QRLRB).
Front Row from left: Kasey Campbell (NSWRLRA), Scott Shepherd (NSWRLRA), Daniel Griffin (QRLRB), and Aaron 
McRoberts (VRLRA). Tony Danks (ARL) - absent.

was refereed by Scott Shepherd from NSW. NSW CCC 
had the opportunity to draw the match after the full-time 
whistle and advance to the final but a conversion narrowly 
missed.

The grand final on Friday 16/8/2010 was played between 
NSW CHS and Queensland was refereed by Michael 
Gordon. NSW CHS in the end ran out comfortable winners.

In the Pool B final Victoria were comfortable winners over 
Northern Territory. This game was refereed by Liam 
Nicholls from Country Rugby League Referees’ 
Association.

There were a couple of highlights on the last day one being 
the attendance of Steve Clark from the NRL Referees. The 
other being the all female team of Kasey Campbell, 
Belinda Sleeman and Melissa Yates appointed to control 
game 1 on the final day. 

I believe these appointments through national media (FOX 
Sports) and local media (TV and Newspaper) promoted 
refereeing in general but in particular the opportunities 
available to female match officials.

In closing I would like to thank the ARLRA for affording 
me the opportunity to convene the 2010 National Open 
Schoolboy Championships. 

John Topp - Director ARLRA �
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2010 has seen a milestone in female involvement in refereeing 
with the first fairer sex whistle-blowers being appointed to 
control matches in the Australian Secondary Schools Rugby 
League National Championships tournaments. They were 
Belinda Sleeman from Queensland Referees who was chosen 
to represent that state in the Under 15’s at Canberra and 
Kasey Campbell of NSWRLRA who went to Burleigh Heads 
with the Under 18’s. During the Under 18 tournament, history 
was made when Kasey controlled the NSWCIS v ACT with 
Belinda on one touch and another prominent female official 
in Melissa Yates on the other. This is the first time that this 
has happened in the competition’s thirty year history and if the 
girls have any say, it won’t be the last. With girls who play the 
game having to play in separate competitions after twelve 
years of age, refereeing is another way they can progress to 
the game’s elite level as evidenced by the success of these 
ladies. QRL referee development officer Paul Oliver said 
there are close to 50 female referees in southeast Queensland 
and they are trying to recruit more so undoubtedly the 
Australian Schoolboys will see more of them standing  in the 
middle of the field as they take the field.

GIRLS RULE
Female Referees Take Charge

Female Involvement in National 
Championships

Officials for the NSWCIS v ACT Under 18 ASSRL 
Championships fixture at Burleigh Heads.

From Left: Belinda Sleeman, Kasey Campbell and Melissa Yates

Kasey Campbell in action during the ASSRL Under 18 
National Championships at Burleigh Heads.
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The closure of Season 2010 also sees many other female 
referees around the nation see their goals come to fruition 
when they are appointed to Grand Finals along with their 
male associates. Referee Associations affiliated with the 
NSW CRLRA are no exception with some great 
performances during the season proper being rewarded 
accordingly.
The Group 6 Referees’ Association which centres around 
the South Western suburbs of Sydney as well as the 
Southern Tablelands have some aspiring female referees 
who have featured in their recent season deciders. 
Association Secretary Kim-maree Teale officiated  in-
goal for the grand finals in Under 10A and Under 16A 
while  Meg Manuzic was a touch judge in the Under 13A 
game. Tabitha Brown was the other touch judge in the 
Under 13A’s and Shae Lund was a touch judge in the 
Under 10A game.

Group 6 Grand Final Officials 2010
From Left: Kim-maree Teale, Meg Manuzic, 

Tabitha Brown and Shae Lund.

Group 6’s neighbour associations, Illawarra and South 
Coast Group 7 also had female representation in their 2010 
Grand Finals when Kara-lee Nolan officiated in the Under 
13-1 fixture of the Merged Junior Competition and Amie 
Gibson ran the touch in the Illawarra Division Reserve 
Grade Grand Final. Amie actually had to work overtime 
when that game wnet to golden point after being drawn at 
the completion of regulation time. All of the above 
appointments are indicative of the fact that our women are 
performing as well as the guys and with all of the 
difficulties being confronted in the areas of referee 
recruitment and retention, they have a significant role in 
refereeing in the future. Well done, girls!

Kara-lee Nolan Amie Gibson
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This year’s School Sport Australia Under 12 Primary Exchange 
was held at Hindmarsh stadium, Adelaide from August 8 to 14 
inclusive. The referee squad representing the ARLRA included 
Jack Bird (CRLRA), Chris Catlin  (NSWRLRA), Andrew 
Christie (QRLRB), Alex Dreger (QRLRB), Scott Madden
(NSWRLRA), David Michalowsky (VRLRA) and Alex Story
(CRLRA). In accordance with ARLRA policy and SSA 
requirements, all of these officials are currently attending school 
and therefore are participating in the development aspects of the 
tournament the same as the players.

For the first time in the history of this tournament, the participating 
referees were not billeted but were instead accommodated in block 
at Rydges Hotel in South Park and were supervised by an ARLRA 
convener and coaches. These were ARLRA directors Nick Best
and Frank Leonard and QRLRB RDO David Isaacs. Although 
this new arrangement added significantly to ARLRA 
responsibilities and costing, it had considerable advantages 
particularly in the area of coaching and development along with the 
team-bonding and support mechanisms among the squad.

Every member of the squad demonstrated a very high level of 
co-operation and involvement. Their punctuality and reliability 
was exemplary as was their presentation. The debriefing sessions 
that were conducted by the squad and their coaches were extremely 
beneficial with all of the referees showing a willingness to 
participate and accept the results of the coaching analyses carried 
out. Of particular benefit were the DVD’s that were provided and 
fortunately Dave Isaacs’ technology skills enabled us to appoint 
him as official “techo” for anything that used an electronic device 
such as the video machines and monitors.

Due to the unavailability of Hindmarsh Stadium on the first day, 
the first round matches were played at Eels Rugby League Club 
ground. Although this was only a suburban ground, the organisers 
are to be congratulated on the way it was presented. All of the 
following fixtures were played at Hindmarsh Stadium.

The official dinner was attended by Nick Best and Frank Leonard
while Dave Isaacs took the squad to dinner and then the movies. 
The Thursday of the tournament is traditionally development day 

when all of the players go on a learning excursion and the 
referees also have a leisure day. This year’s referee 
excursion was to Glenelg’s Beach House Fun Parlour 
followed by go-carting and then ten-pin bowling.

Whilst he was in town, Frank Leonard was asked if he 
would sit on a judiciary hearing of the SARL which he 
agreed to do. 

During the tournament all referees were provided with 
written reports on their games along with DVD’s of all 
games except those from the first day. We sincerely hope 
that all of them will have gone away from this event with 
some developmental tools in their kitbags which should see 
them improve their performances in their home 
associations. The convener and coaches who worked with 
them definitely enjoyed their company and enthusiasm 
during the championships and were delighted at the 
progression of the individuals on field during the course of 
the week.

Nick Best - Director ARLRA �

Referees participating in the 2010 SSA Primary Exchange - Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide.
Back Row from left: Frank Leonard (ARLRA), Chris Catlin (NSWRLRA), Alex Dreger (QRLRB), Jack Bird (CRLRA), David 
Michalowsky (VRLRA), Nick Best (ARLRA), David Isaacs (QRLRB)
Front Row from left: Alex Story (CRLRA), Andrew Christie (QRLRB), Scott Madden (NSWRLRA). 

Referees at the the Official Ceremony
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Q1.  Red restarts with a goal line drop-out and the ball enters 
touch on the full. The Blue player elects to take a drop 
kick from 15 metres out from the Red goal posts. 
Reference: Page 34,2.

Q2. Red attempts a drop goal and the ball accidentally 
touches an offside Red player and goes over the Blue 
crossbar between the  uprights and then goes dead.  
Reference: Page 28, Notes,10(g).

Q3.  Red plays the ball and there is no acting halfback. Once 
the ball is played by Red the Blue marker dives on the 
loose ball and is tackled by a Red  player. 
Reference: Page 24, Notes, 4.

Q4.  Red runs into the Blue in-goal to force the ball for a try. 
He runs into the referee and loses the ball. 
Reference: Page 13, 3(e), 4(d).

Q5.  The same situation but this time it is a defending 
player in his own in-goal. 
Reference: Page 19, 4(g).

Q6.  When is the only time you 
have a 20 metre drop-out? 
Reference: Page 19,3. Page 
34, Notes, 4.

Q7.  Where is the penalty given for 
a foul on a player attempting 
a drop goal in general play? 

 Reference: Page 35, 10(a).

Q8.   How does a referee indicate the last tackle? 
Reference: Page25, Notes7.Q9.  

Q9.    If an attacking team knocks-on in their opponent’s in-
goal, can the referee play an advantage and play on? 
Reference: Page 18,2(b).

(Provided by ARLRA Consultant, Richard Johnston)

ILLAWARRA’S RIOLO HITS 300

Illawarra Referees’ Association member, Andrew Riolo, 
had a memorable 24th July this year when he controlled his 
300th First Grade fixture in the Illawarra Division. This was 
the first time that an Illawarra member has achieved this 
milestone. The previous record of 294 was set by long term 
First Grade referee, Alan Sercombe, back in 2000 when he 
took the mantle from Allan Byrnes who controlled 269 top 
grade games back in the 1960’s.
Andrew is the son of ARLRA board member and CRLRA 
Secretary, Kevin Riolo, himself a former top NSW Country 
referee having officiated in many inter-divisional fixtures 
and others featuring touring International teams. Andrew’s 
son, Blake Riolo, is also a current  member of the Illawarra 
referees.
At 44 years of age Andrew has no intention of retiring just 
yet so it could be some time before his final number of 
record games in the Illawarra is known and even a lot longer 
before that record is broken.

Andrew Riolo in action on his way to 300

ARL RULING ON THE USE OF COMPRESSION 
GARMENTS

The Board wishes to bring to the attention of all Associations the 
ARL rules relating to the use of compression garments. All 
Leagues should be aware of these rules and Associations should 
liaise with their respective Leagues regarding their application. The 
following direction was sent to the NSWRL Referees Coaching & 
Development Manager by Mr John Coates.

In a match environment, compression 
garments may only be worn on the following 
provisions:

�  Garments may not extend past either 
sleeves of the jersey, hem of the 
shorts, neck/collar or the length of 
the playing socks.

�  Compression garments may only be black 
or skin tone in colour.

�  External branding meaning logos or 
insignias may be carried on the 
compression garments as follows: -

 Location: base of shorts only

 Placement on shorts- base of right hand 
side when worn

�  No visible adhesive tape, patch or any 
other material covering up the 
manufacturers logo should be visible.

�  Stitching devices may be shown and not 
required to be blacked out. 

In a nutshell, the garments should not be 
obtrusively visible.

Any questions on the above should be directed to your local League 
who should be well aware of this ARL directive.


