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Welcome to this edition ofRef-A-
Read the official newsletter of t
Australian Rugby League Refere
Association.

Season 2010 is coming to a close,
Finals series almost completed acr¢
the country. i

On behalf of the Board of the ARLRA
I would like to congratulate AL
referees throughout Australia on yo® L
contributions to the game of Rugby League durlng A0 1(
Season. From the U/6 & U/7 games in the local partke NRL
Grand Final, rugby league would not prosper atlaagl withou
your dedication and commitment to the game. Sg
congratulations must go to those referees who eshiie goa
you challenge yourself with at the beginning of season. T
those that fell short of achieving those goalanl@nfident the
with a positive mind and a willingness to learn mabout you
craft, season 2011 will see an improvement in yathr ability
and your results on the field. Work on your strésgtimprov
your weaknesses and always be prepared to leam thos:
around you.

Our Coaching Match Officials courses continue to be w
attended and we now have 260 active Level 1 Coaahd<26!
who have progressed to Level 2. It is timely to iremall
Associations that Level 1 Coaches’ accreditatibmsthose wh
completed the course in 2005 and earlier, has apgeld with th
ARLRA & the Australian Sports Commission. For thashac
completed the Level 1 Course in 2006, your cegtfan with the
Australian Sports Commission will also lapse unlgss art
enrolled in the next series of Level 2 courses Whaite planne
for early 2011. Coaches accredited with Level 2007 shoul
also look to nominate for the next available cosrskoca
Association Executive Officers / Secretaries shandure thi
your Coaches / Advisers are accredited as part adir
responsibilities in this vital area of all referedevelopment. |
other CMO news, 2011 will see the implementation ooi
Mentor’'s Course which has now been forwarded ¢6oABC fo
ratification.

The Board was again pleased to be able to prowieeOfficials
for the various National Championships held thiary@ncluding
the Australian Secondary Schools Rugby League /16
Burleigh Heads (QLD) and the U/15’s in Canberra TACThe
National Primary Schools U/12 Exchange was helddelaide
(SA) where the young referees were under the ifulé
management of ARLRA Directors and other Associatifiitials
for the first time. We also provided the refereesinagement
the Affiliated States U/18 trials and Open Champlips. Th
Board sincerely appreciates and thanks the refei@eshei
professional conduct at these championships, botnad off th
field. Feedback from the organising bodies is edougy
positive and a credit to all concerned. Full repdrom eac
Championship are contained elsewhere within thigstetter.

A highlight of the year for eight Affiliated Staté¥eferees (ar
four from New Zealand) was the opportunity to attéine NSV

All-Schools Carnival in August. Two referees wegdestel
from each state in conjunction with their local ésistions
This initiative was an excellent development atfiYor thes:
referees and thanks are extendedTumy Danks of the
NSWRL for inviting the interstate & overseas offils to th
carnival. ARL Development'§sraham McNaney must als
be congratulated on providing the funding for thicellen
initiative.

Board Members have visited Victoria, South Aust,
Western Australia & the Northern Territory this yedhe
visits have been productive as we have been abbeaaide
both coaching and administrative assistance tontember
and officials of each State Association. It is vgratifying tc
see the enthusiasm with which local referees recées
visits and they will remain an important part ofrduture
activities.

The Board is in the process of preparing its AnrRiagines
Plan for Season 2011 before submitting it to theLARBr
funding approval. The plan, as always providesitfiocrease
Association activity next year, particularly in t@®aching &
Development areas.

Please note the requirements for Nomination aseaNlembe
of the ARLRA which are set out on our website. Saripg
documentation should include a timeline of the nuemi
history. Nominations for Life Membership will be Ikl
during November.

On behalf of the Board of the ARLRA, | would like &xten
best wishes to all referees for the coming festigason ar
wish both you and your families a safe and rewaydiew
year. Finally, thank you all for your enormous admnition tc
the game this year, as always.

Best regards,

Steve Betts
Hon Chief Executive Officer

Please address all correspondence directed to the

ARLRA to:

Mr Steve Betts

The Honorary Chief Executive Officer

Australian Rugby League Referees' Association Inc.
32 Parnell Avenue

QUAKERS HILL NSW 2763

E-mail: ceo@arlra.org.au

Mobile: 0416 053 043
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Spagarino (ARLRA) and Stephen Clark (NRL).

Referees participating in the 2010 Affiliated Stat€hampionships - Adelaide, South Australia.
Back Row from left: Jeff Wenman (WARLRA), Glenra@ex (NTRLRA), Roger Reeves (VRLRA), Martin We@iIsRA), Dennis

2010 Affiliated States National Championships
Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 11/6/2010 to 13/6/2010

Gl

Front Row from left: Bob Burgess (SARLRA), Marklikii (SARLRA), Greg Banks (VRLRA), Liam Noonan RMRA), Gavin
Johnson (SARLRA), Sean Terrell (WARLRA) and Tomk$JARL).

We all arrived in Adelaide on the Thursday and
with the Referees for a briefing outlying
expectations during the Carnival,

South Australian Refereekisa Manadue, Gavin
Johnson and Mark Millikin  officiated as touc
judges. The Victorian Referees wiGreg Banksanc
Jillian McRoberts (Ladies Referee). Northe
Territory was represented baul Mossman anc
Western Australia biziam Noonan andSean Terrell
(Ladies Referee).

Steve Clark Tony Danks, Dennis Spagarino anc
Martin Weekes were assessors and Coaches ove
three days of the tournament while the Presideots
the Affiliated states were assigned interchangieiat
duties. Might | say thadeff Wenman (WA), Bob
Burgess (SA), Roger Reeves(Vic) were under tr
watchful eye of the Hon Sé&&lenn Creamer (NT). All
four Presidents had to watch their back and thgepd
as there was plenty in the stands ready to poumee
indiscretion and subsequent fines.

The Referees commented very favourably with
accommodation and wished to thankraham
McNaney andJoe Messina

Three games were played each day, two Seniot
one Ladies. Referees were supplied rolls, donud
soft drink compliments of SARL.

Western Australia won the Mens and Ladies comps.

On Thursday the Presidents were treated to D
where Glenn Creamer laid down a game plan a
appointments for the other Presidents in the rd
Interchange Official.

On Friday evening all our Referees were invited
SARLRA general meeting along withGraham
McNaney of ARLD. Steve Clark and | spoke to tt
invited. Bob Burgessput on some drinks whildten
Waller SA Secretary thought it best to spill a fev
dinner, quite a few.

Saturday evening we took the Referees and Pres
out for dinner.

Sunday we all attended the Players Dinner complig
of the ARLD.

This year was the first year a Referee was seldo
travel with the Affiliated States Representativarttc
Samoa.Liam Noonan ( WA) was selected byony
Danks as Referee of the Series and will referee o
the two Tests and run a line on the other.

My personal thanks t@&raham McNaney of ARLD
for this fantastic initiative. The foresight by Gear
clearly shows a defined career path for our Aftéc
States referees and I'm sure will improve the dqyaii
referees we send to these Championships.

Martin Weekes - Director ARLRA

The Australian Rugby League Referees’ Association |

Page 2 of 8




Volume 1

Number 17

September 2010

Referees participating in the 2010 ASSRL Under 1Bathpionships - West Belconnen, Canberra.
Back Row from left: Doug Keen (NSWRL), Matt Hi6kRI(RA), Liam Kennedy (QRLRB), James Vella (NSWRIER#&)k Leonard (ARLR,
Front Row from left: Anthony Grady (CRLRA), PhihUNSWRLRA), Dale Whiteman (CRLRA) and Belinden&ie.

West Belconnen Leagues Club and Ground , Can

was the venue for the 2010 Australian Secondarp&e

Under 15 ChampionshipsMatt Hicks ( VRLRA),

Belinda SleemanQRLRB) Liam Kennedy (QRLRB).
Anthony Grady ( CRLRA), Dale Whiteman( CRLRA),
James Vella (NSWRLRA) and Phillip Sung (
referees selected by

NSWRLRA) were the

respective  Associations to officiate  at

Championships. Fdvlatt , it was a development exerc

where he was appointed to Touch Judge, Interchamg
Stand-by duties throughout the week.

The six referees controlling centres were givernal A
and Pool B game to referee in the preliminary reuid
the end of each day a DVD session was conductek
at the motel analysing issues that the Refereasv€wor
Frank Leonard ( ARLRA) and his Assistantoug
Keen ( NSWRL Referees Coaching and Developr
Unit) had identified in each game played. All rek
received written reports on all of their games.

Sunday evening saw the referees attend the PI
Dinner at which some 300 players and their offgcigére
in attendance. They were addressed Bavid
Shillington of the Canberra Raiders. On Monday eve
they attended the Raiders versus the Bulldogs n=
Canberra Stadium, Tuesday evening they were gal
the General Meeting of the Canberra Refel
Association where Frank Leonard presented ¢
ARLRA polo shirt to Executive Officer,Chris
Nightingale, for his assistance with communication ¢

and interchange cards. On Wednesday evening
went Ten Pin Bowling and on Thursday evel
enjoyed a Schnitzel evening at the Tradies Club.

The Pool A Final won easily bNSWCHS, was
refereed by Phillip Sung whose three mat
performances leading up to the appointment
almost faultless. Nonetheless, there was strorgspre
from the other referees involved with only a shéitr
between them all. The Pool B Final won by Vict
over Western Australia was controlled IBelinda
Sleemanand it was the closest match played «
bitterly cold Canberra Friday that was not condedt
competitive Rugby League.

At the conclusion of the Championships a Queen
Red Official commented that he had been to mal
these carnivals and had never seen the qual
refereeing so high, especially the manner in whie
Safeplay Code was applied.

The camaraderie and support for each other tha
displayed by the referees from very early in thek
was outstanding . The assistance provided by
officials of the Australian Secondary Schools Rt
League was greatly appreciated and the AR
extends its sincere thanks Rruce Wallace and
Grant Edwards and especially td?hil Dodd from
ACT Schools Rughy League, the Carnival Convener.

Frank Leonard - Director ARLRA
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Congratulations to all Match Officials selected where selecte
to represent their State at the National 18 Yearkho8lboy
Championships being held at Burleigh from July 116—

Liam Nicholls & John Haile — Country Rughb
League

Kasey Campbell& Scott Shepherd— New Sout
Wales

Aaron McRoberts - Victoria

Michael Gordon & Daniel Griffin — Queensland

All Match Officials arrived on the Gold Coast ont@alay 10/08/
2010 and were accommodated at the Southern Créidayanits
in Burleigh. After dinner on the Saturday evening raatct
officials were presented with their ARLRA polo ghand on fiels
uniform.

The Championships commenced on Sunday 11/8/201fhe
conclusion of the Opening Ceremony with a Pool Btah
between Victoria and Western Australia refereedblgn Haile.
The day concluded with a high quality match donedaby NSV
CCC against Queensland. This game was referee®asgy
Campbel.

As with most of our Carnivals now all games areorded ol
DVD and game debriefs conducted each evening ubm@®VD.

Wednesday 14/8/2001 was semi final day for Poollhe firs
semi final between NSW CHS and ACT was refereeMimhael
Gordon and the second semi between NSW CCC and Quee
which was considered by many as the match of taegiionship

was refereed byscott Shepherdfrom NSW. NSW CCi
had the opportunity to draw the match after thé-tfale
whistle and advance to the final but a conversiamawly
missed.

The grand final on Friday 16/8/2010 was played leet
NSW CHS and Queensland was refereed Michael
Gordon. NSW CHS in the end ran out comfortable winners.

In the Pool B final Victoria were comfortable wineeove
Northern Territory. This game was refereed Liam
Nicholls from Country Rugby League Refere
Association.

There were a couple of highlights on the last dag loein
the attendance @&teve Clarkfrom the NRL Referees. T
other being the all female team #fasey Campbell
Belinda SleemanandMelissa Yatesappointed to contr
game 1 on the final day.

| believe these appointments through national méeiaX
Sports) and local media (TV and Newspaper) pron
refereeing in general but in particular the oppuittas
available to female match officials.

In closing | would like to thank the ARLRA for affding
me the opportunity to convene the 2010 National rt
Schoolboy Championships.

John Topp - Director ARLRA
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Female Involvement in National
Championships

2010 has seen a milestone in female involvemengfareein
with the first fairer sex whistle-blowers being apyped tc
control matches in the Australian Secondary SchBoigby
League National Championships tournaments. Theye
Belinda Sleemarfrom Queensland Referees who was ch
to represent that state in the Under 15's at Caabenc
Kasey Campbellof NSWRLRA who went to Burleigh Hea
with the Under 18’s. During the Under 18 tournamérgtory
was made when Kasey controlled the NSWCIS v ACh
Belinda on one touch and another prominent femieial
in Melissa Yateson the other. This is the first time that
has happened in the competition’s thirty year injstémd if the
girls have any say, it won't be the last. With gintho play th
game having to play in separate competitions afteslve
years of age, refereeing is another way they cagrpss t
the game’s elite level as evidenced by the sucoéskest
ladies. QRL referee development officer Paul Oligaic
there are close to 50 female referees in soutli@asenslan
and they are trying to recruit more so undoubtettiy
Australian Schoolboys will see more of them stagdin the
middle of the field as they take the field.

Officials for the NSWCIS v ACT Under 18 ASSRL
Championships fixture at Burleigh Heads.
From Left: Belinda Sleeman, Kasey Campbell and 9deliy ates

iy ok SRR

Kasey Campbell in action during the ASSRL Under 18
National Championships at Burleigh Heads.

The closure of Season 2010 also sees many otheie
referees around the nation see their goals corfraitmn
when they are appointed to Grand Finals along tiéir
male associates. Referee Associations affiliatetth i
NSW CRLRA are no exception with some g
performances during the season proper being rewd
accordingly.

TheGroup 6 Referees’ Associationwvhich centres aroul
the South Western suburbs of Sydney as well a
Southern Tablelands have some aspiring femaleere
who have featured in their recent season dec
Association SecretariKim-maree Teale officiated in-
goal for the grand finals in Under 10A and UndeA
while Meg Manuzic was a touch judge in the Under 1
game.Tabitha Brown was the other touch judge in

Under 13A’s andShae Lund was a touch judge in t
Under 10A game.

Group 6 Grand |r{a icials 20i
From Left: Kim-maree Teale, Meg Manuzic,
Tabitha Brown and Shae Lund.

Group 6’s neighbour associations, lllawarra andtf
Coast Group 7 also had female representation in2bé&(
Grand Finals when Kara-lee Nolan officiated in thede!
13-1 fixture of the Merged Junior Competition anchié
Gibson ran the touch in the Illawarra Division Res
Grade Grand Final. Amie actually had to work owee
when that game wnet to golden point after beingvdra
the completion of regulation time. All of the ab
appointments are indicative of the fact that oumea ar
performing as well as the guys and with all of
difficulties being confronted in the areas of ref
recruitment and retention, they have a significaié in
refereeing in the future. Well done, girls!

Amie Gibson

Kara-lee Nolan

The Australian Rugby League Referees’ Association |
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This year’s School Sport Australia Under 12 Primixchang
was held at Hindmarsh stadium, Adelaide from Auddigb 1¢
inclusive. The referee squad representing the ARLRAudec
Jack Bird (CRLRA), Chris Catlin (NSWRLRA), Andrew
Christie (QRLRB), Alex Dreger (QRLRB), Scott Madden
(NSWRLRA), David Michalowsky (VRLRA) and Alex Story

(CRLRA). In accordance with ARLRA policy and S
requirements, all of these officials are currergttending scho
and therefore are participating in the developneamtects of tt
tournament the same as the players.

For the first time in the history of this tournamethe participatin
referees were not billeted but were instead accodateal in bloc
at Rydges Hotel in South Park and were supervigeghPARLRA
convener and coaches. These were ARLRA diredilick Best
and Frank Leonard and QRLRB RDODavid Isaacs Althougt
this new arrangement added significantly to ARL
responsibilities and costing, it had considerablivaatage
particularly in the area of coaching and developnadomg with thi
team-bonding and support mechanisms among the squad

Every member of the squad demonstrated a very legél of
co-operation and involvement. Their punctuality amedlability
was exemplary as was their presentation. The delgisession
that were conducted by the squad and their coagbiesextremel
beneficial with all of the referees showing a wighess t
participate and accept the results of the coachiayses carrie
out. Of particular benefit were the DVD'’s that wegmn®vided an
fortunately Dave Isaacs’ technology skills enabledto appoir
him as official “techo” for anything that used dectronic devic
such as the video machines and monitors.

Due to the unavailability of Hindmarsh Stadium b first day
the first round matches were played at Eels Rugbggue Clu
ground. Although this was only a suburban grouhd,drganise!
are to be congratulated on the way it was presemédf the
following fixtures were played at Hindmarsh Stadium

The official dinner was attended bljck BestandFrank Leonard
while Dave Isaacstook the squad to dinner and then the mo
The Thursday of the tournament is traditionally elepment da

when all of the players go on a learning excursiod th
referees also have a leisure day. This year's ee
excursion was to Glenelg’s Beach House Fun Pt
followed by go-carting and then ten-pin bowling.

Whilst he was in townFrank Leonard was asked if t
would sit on a judiciary hearing of the SARL whitla
agreed to do.

During the tournament all referees were providedh
written reports on their games along with DVD’s aif
games except those from the first day. We sincénejy
that all of them will have gone away from this etveiith
some developmental tools in their kitbags whichusthcer
them improve their performances in their he
associations. The convener and coaches who worlé
them definitely enjoyed their company and enthum
during the championships and were delighted ai
progression of the individuals on field during tmurse c
the week.

Nick Best - Director ARLRA

Referees at the the Official Ceremony
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ILLAWARRA'S RIOLO HITS 300

lllawarra Referees’ Association membémdrew Riolo,
had a memorable 24th July this year when he cdettdiis
300th First Grade fixture in the lllawarra Divisiorhis wa:
the first time that an lllawarra member has achiethas
milestone. The previous record of 294 was set hy tern
First Grade refereélan Sercombe back in 2000 when |
took the mantle fromillan Byrnes who controlled 269 tc
grade games back in the 1960’s.

Andrew is the son of ARLRA board member and CRI
SecretaryKevin Riolo, himself a former top NSW Coun
referee having officiated in many inter-divisiorfadtures
and others featuring touring International teanmsdriew’s
son,Blake Riolo, is also a current member of the Illawi
referees.

At 44 years of age Andrew has no intention of iegifjus’
yet so it could be some time before his final numdbi
record games in the lllawarra is known and evert bhge
before that record is broken.

Andrew Riolo in action on his way to 300

The Board wishes to bring to the attention of adkséciations tt
ARL rules relating to the use afompression garments All
Leagues should be aware of these rules and Asmmcashoul
liaise with their respective Leagues regardingrthpplication. Th
following direction was sent to the NSWRL Refer@maching &
Development Manager byir John Coates

In a match environment, compression
garments may only be worn on the following
provisions:

Garments may not extend past either
sleeves of the jersey, hem of the
shorts, neck/collar or the length of
the playing socks.

Compression garments may only be black
or skin tone in colour.

External branding meaning
insignias may be carried on
compression garments as follows: -

logos or
the

Location: base of shorts only

Placement on shorts- base of right hand
side when worn

No visible adhesive tape, patch or any
other material covering up
manufacturers logo should be visible.

the

Stitching devices may be shown and not
required to be blacked out.

In a nutshell, the garments should not be
obtrusively visible.

Any questions on the above should be directed to jacal Leagu
who should be well aware of this ARL directive.

Laws Quiick Quiz

(Provided by ARLRA Consultant, Richard Johnston)

Q1. Red restarts with a goal line drop-out andothleenter
touch on the full. The Blue player elects to talarey
kick from 15 metres out from the Red goal p¢
Reference: Page 34,2.

Red attempts a drop goal and the ball accitlg
touches an offside Red player and goes over the

Q2.

crossbar between the uprights and then goes dead.

Reference: Page 28, Notes,10(Q).

Red plays the ball and there is no actingolaaik. Onc
the ball is played by Red the Blue marker diveshz
loose ball and is tackled by a Red player.
Reference: Page 24, Notes, 4.

Red runs into the Blue in-goal to force thk tos a try.
He runs into the referee and loses the ball.
Reference: Page 13, 3(e), 4(d).

The same situation but this time it is a ddieg
player in his own in-goal.

Reference: Page 19, 4(9g).

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

Q6. When is the only time you
have a 20 metre drop-out?
Reference: Page 19,3. Page
34, Notes, 4.

Where is the penalty given for
a foul on a player attempting
a drop goal in general play?
Reference: Page 35, 10(a).

Q7.

Q8. How does a referee indicate the last tackle?
Reference: Page25, Notes7.Q9.
Q9. If an attacking team knocks-on in their opgat’s in-

goal, can the referee play an advantage and play on
Reference: Page 18,2(b).
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